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SAMR Invites Comment on Draft Guiding Opinions on Administrative Punishment
Discretion

On 10 September 2019, China’s State Administration for Market Regulation (“SAMR”) issued the
Guiding Opinions of SAMR on Correctly Exercising Administrative Punishment Discretion by Market
Regulation Administrations (Exposure Draft) (“Exposure Draft”) to solicit the public’s opinion. Four
parts are contained in the Exposure Draft: 1) the conception and the exercising principles of administra-
tive punishment discretion, ii) the establishment of the fundamental legislation for administrative pun-
ishment discretion, iii) the applicable rules of administrative punishment discretion, and iv) other mat-
ters. (More)
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Hunan AMR Warns Three Major Telecommunications Operators Against Price Vi-
olations

On 10 September 2019, the Administration for Market Regulation of Hunan Province (“Hunan AMR”)
held a meeting with the local person-in-charge of three major telecommunications operators - China
Mobile, China Unicom and China Telecom to alert them of price violations. During the meeting,
Zhenliang Ding, the deputy director-general of Hunan AMR, stressed that all operators should strictly
comply with the price, anti-monopoly and other laws and regulations, and conduct comprehensive self-
examination, review and rectification according to the arrangement. Meanwhile, each operator should
standardize operation, strengthen awareness of law-abiding, not engage in malicious competition, regu-
late price-related behavior, maintain market price order in the telecommunication industry and effective-
ly protect the interest of the consumer. (More)
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http://www.samr.gov.cn/hd/zjdc/201909/t20190910_306682.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/hd/zjdc/201909/t20190910_306682.html
http://amr.hunan.gov.cn/xw/xwfb/201909/t20190910_5470870.html
http://amr.hunan.gov.cn/xw/xwfb/201909/t20190910_5470870.html
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SAMR Fines Harbin Electric, GE China CNY 300,000 Each for Gun-jumping

On 9 September 2019, SAMR announced that it has fined Harbin Electric Company Limited (“Harbin
Electric”) and General Electric (China) Co., Ltd. (“GE China”) CNY 300,000 each for failure to notify
their joint venture deal. On 9 July 2018, the two parties signed an agreement to set up a 50:50 joint ven-
ture. The parties did not notify the deal before the joint venture obtained a business license on 25 Octo-
ber 2018, violating the Anti-Monopoly Law provisions regarding the concentration of undertakings un-
der Article 21. (More)
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SAMR Launches New Research Support Program on Competition Policy

On 9 September 2019, SAMR issued a notice to launch a new research support program on competition
policy. The main research content of this program is to implement the spirit of the central economic
work conference, combine the economic development of China, clarify the connotation of competition
policy, study the key difficulties of the implementation of competition policy, and provide policy sug-
gestions on further strengthening the fundamental position of competition policy. In principle, the appli-
cants should be party and government organs, public institutions, colleges and universities, companies
and social organizations, which have strong academic resources and research capacity and can guaran-
tee the full devotion in researching. The deadline for application is 24 September 2019. (More)
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http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/201909/t20190909_306670.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/201909/t20190909_306670.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/fld/201909/t20190909_306662.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/fld/201909/t20190909_306662.html
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StarKist Ordered to Pay USD 100m Criminal Fine for Antitrust Violation

On 11 September 2019, the U.S. Department of Justice (“DOJ”’) announced that StarKist Co. was sen-
tenced to pay a criminal fine of USD 100m, the statutory maximum, for its participation in a conspiracy
to fix the prices of canned tuna fish from as early as November 2011 through at least as late as Decem-
ber 2013. As part of the sentencing hearing, U.S. District Judge Edward M. Chen found that StarKist
had not proven that its financial circumstances justified a lower criminal fine. The Antitrust Division of
the DOJ opposed StarKist’s request for a fine reduction, arguing that StarKist had sufficient financial
resources to pay a USD 100m criminal fine. (More)
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EU: Antitrust Chief Vestager Gets Another Five-Year Term with More Powers

On 10 September 2019, the President-elect Ursula von der Leyen presented her team and the new struc-
ture of the next European Commission. It’s worth noting that Margrethe Vestager will stay in charge of
Europe’s competition rules and take charge of EU digital policy, which means that she is appointed to
an unprecedented second five-year term as EU’s Competition Commissioner. Previously, she has
squeezed huge penalties out of tech giants including Google. (More)

BT R IARBATR GG RATH I B 2. 2510 Ju R 2 Wi 5 8

2019F9A9H, HBEAEHRE, AHTRFREZLKHNENAELE, TURBITRERTHX
BHRB UL EENATATHT 2.2 R TR Z2W i 8, HETH%FRRT, 2002F £20134
e, XEETIHHEELREHRANGEUREEERTER &, BEEBRTZURLNA
fdl K. WAL RERAINA, B FRFEATY, XLETTUBRKRRNRURERLR S
NFEAFESNAH N, HERET RS, WEEPWE T EHFFAE. (EEES)

Portugal Competition Watchdog Fines Banks over Concerted Practices

On 9 September 2019, Reuters reported that after a long-running investigation, Portugal’s competition
authority AdC (Autoridade da Concorréncia) said it fined 14 banks a total of EUR 225m for concerted
practices of exchanging sensitive commercial information on credit products. In a statement, AdC said
that for more than a decade, between 2002 and 2013, the banks exchanged sensitive informationgon the
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https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/starkist-ordered-pay-100-million-criminal-fine-antitrust-violation
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/starkist-ordered-pay-100-million-criminal-fine-antitrust-violation
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/starkist-ordered-pay-100-million-criminal-fine-antitrust-violation
https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-5542_en.htm
https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-5542_en.htm
https://www.reuters.com/article/portugal-banks-fine/portugal-competition-watchdog-fines-banks-over-concerted-practices-idUSL5N2605VE
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supply of retail banking credit products, including mortgages, consumer and corporate loans. “By dis-
torting the rules of competition through unlawful coordination that allowed them (banks) to reduce the
isk and uncertainty about the performance of their direct competitors, the behaviour of the banks
harmed competition, directly affecting consumers,” AdC said. (More)
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Google under Antitrust Investigation by 50 Attorneys General

On 9 September 2019, Ken Paxton, the Attorney General of Texas announced that Texas is leading 50
attorneys general from 48 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico in a multistate, bipartisan in-
vestigation of tech giant Google’s business practices in accordance with state and federal antitrust laws.
The bipartisan coalition announced plans to investigate Google’s overarching control of online advertis-
ing markets and search traffic that may have led to anticompetitive behavior that harms consumers. The
only two states not participating in the probe are California, where Google is based, and Alabama.
(More)
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https://www.reuters.com/article/portugal-banks-fine/portugal-competition-watchdog-fines-banks-over-concerted-practices-idUSL5N2605VE
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/attorney-general-paxton-leads-50-attorneys-general-google-multistate-bipartisan-antitrust
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/attorney-general-paxton-leads-50-attorneys-general-google-multistate-bipartisan-antitrust
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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