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SAMR Updates Antitrust Enforcement Statistics

On 4 September 2019, the China Market Regulation News reported that the State Administration for
Market Regulation (“SAMR”) recently released the updated antitrust enforcement statistics. Since the
Anti-Monopoly Law came into effect in 2008, SAMR and its predecessors have closed 2,792 merger
review cases, including 41 conditional approvals and 2 prohibitions. 179 cases of monopoly agreement
and 61 cases of abuse of market dominance have been concluded, with fines totaling more than CNY 12
billion being imposed. Punishment also was meted out in 229 cases of abuse of administrative power to
eliminate or restrict competition. Thereby, the fair market environment has been well protected. (More)
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China Telecom’s Ningxia Branch Warned by Local Communications Authority for
Suspected Monopoly

On 2 September 2019, China Telecom’s Ningxia Branch was summoned by the Communications Ad-
ministration of Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region for allegedly monopolizing the campus telecom mar-
ket in a local college. The company was required to cease the exclusive practices in its cooperation with
the college and to ensure that consumers in the campus have the fair selection right. Meanwhile, the
company was required to strengthen supervision and assessment of its subsidiaries and prevent from
bundling the campus network construction and/or informatization cooperation projects with campus
marketing activities, which will monopolize telecom business and prevent competitors from launching
marketing activities of telecom business in the campus. (More)
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http://www.cicn.com.cn/2019-09/04/cms120444article.shtml
http://www.cicn.com.cn/2019-09/04/cms120444article.shtml
http://nxca.miit.gov.cn/nxtxglj/articleView.do?articleId=2741
http://nxca.miit.gov.cn/nxtxglj/articleView.do?articleId=2741
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China’s Three New Antitrust Rules Come into Force

On 1 September 2019, the Interim Provisions on Prohibition of Monopoly Agreements, the Interim Pro-
visions on Prohibition of the Abuse of Market Dominance and the Interim Provisions on Curbing Abuse
of Administrative Power to Eliminate or Restrict Competition that promulgated by SAMR came into
force. For the purpose of the legal systems’ convergence; the National Development and Reform Com-
mission, one of the former antitrust authorities in China, decided to abolish the Provisions on Anti-Price
Monopoly and three other rules related to antitrust enforcement. (More)
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US DOJ Sues to Block Novelis’s Acquisition of Aleris

On 4 September 2019, the U.S. Department of Justice (“DOJ”’) announced that it has filed a civil anti-
trust lawsuit seeking to block Novelis Inc.’s proposed acquisition of Aleris Corporation in order to pre-
serve competition in the North American market for rolled aluminum sheet for automotive applications,
commonly referred to as aluminum auto body sheet. The DOJ’s Antitrust Division has agreed with de-
fendants to refer the matter to binding arbitration should certain conditions be triggered. This would
mark the first time the Antitrust Division is using this arbitration authority to resolve a matter. (More)
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http://www.ndrc.gov.cn/gzdt/201909/t20190902_946693.html
http://www.ndrc.gov.cn/gzdt/201909/t20190902_946693.html
http://www.ndrc.gov.cn/gzdt/201909/t20190902_946693.html
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-sues-block-noveliss-acquisition-aleris-1
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-sues-block-noveliss-acquisition-aleris-1
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Swiss Price-fixing Construction Cartels Fined Millions

On 3 September 2019, SWI reported that the Swiss Federal Competition Commission (“Comco’) has
wrapped up its last two investigations into an illegal price-fixing cartel in the construction industry
in the southeastern Swiss canton of Graubiinden. The penalty concerns investigations into agreements
between 12 companies on inflated road construction costs. Civil engineering firms in the High Engadin
region were also found to have colluded over different building sites for private and commercial build-
ings. The probes resulted in a CHF11m fine. Around 650 construction tenders in Graubliinden between
2004 and 2010 were compromised and a total of 40 companies were involved in the price-fixing. The
total amount of fines imposed by Comco is around CHF20-25 m. (More)
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Google Emerges as Target of a New State Attorneys General Antitrust Probe

On 3 September 2019, the Washington Post reported that more than half of the nation’s state attorneys
general are readying an investigation into Google for potential antitrust violations, scheduled to be an-
nounced at a Monday news conference in Washington, according to three people familiar with the mat-
ter, marking a major escalation in U.S. regulators’ efforts to probe Silicon Valley’s largest companies. It
is unclear whether some or all of the attorneys general also plan to open or announce additional probes
into other tech giants, including Amazon and Facebook, which have faced similar U.S. antitrust scruti-
ny. (More)
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Senate Antitrust Panel to Hold Hearing on Tech Mergers

On 3 September 2019, The Hill reported that the Senate Judiciary subcommittee on antitrust announced
Tuesday that it would hold a hearing on Sept. 24 to “explore issues relating to competition in technolo-
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https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/dodgy-deals_swiss-price-fixing-construction-cartels-fined-millions-/45203664
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/dodgy-deals_swiss-price-fixing-construction-cartels-fined-millions-/45203664
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2019/09/03/google-emerges-target-new-state-attorneys-general-antitrust-probe/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2019/09/03/google-emerges-target-new-state-attorneys-general-antitrust-probe/
https://thehill.com/policy/technology/459736-senate-antitrust-panel-to-hold-hearing-on-tech-mergers
https://thehill.com/policy/technology/459736-senate-antitrust-panel-to-hold-hearing-on-tech-mergers
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gy markets and the antitrust agencies’ efforts to root out anti-competitive conduct”. “Acquisitions of
nascent or potential competitors by dominant digital platforms can be pro-competitive, but they also run
e risk of eliminating the very competition that may challenge the incumbent firm’s leading position in
the future,” Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah), chairman of the panel, said in a statement. “We are holding this
hearing to gain a better understanding of the various concerns raised by these transactions and to exam-
ine how the antitrust agencies analyze such mergers.” (More)
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.

Subscribe to our WeChat community

HBRENNRT “LHERESF” fo “TEEAR

dE I M RX | & [ &I [ &R

Beijing | Guangzhou | Wuhan | Shanghai | Shenzhen | Seoul

ﬁ www.lifanglaw.com ’\\\ Tel: +8610 6409 6099
E= Email: info@lifanglaw.com = Fax: +8610 6409 6260/6409 6261

6/6



