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SAMR Warming Up to New Antitrust Rules
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Shaanxi AMR Fines 10 Concrete Suppliers RMB 4.92m for Price-fixing
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Shaanxi AMR to Strengthen Antitrust Enforcement in Public Utility and Medical Industry
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Hubei AMR Gives Antitrust Compliance Training for Medical and Construction Material Industry
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SAMR Conducts a Survey on APIs-Related Antitrust Enforcement in Jiangsu
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Valve to Fight EU Antitrust Charges
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Third Point Funds to Pay USD 609,810 Civil Penalty for Violating Antitrust Premerger Notification
Requirements
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German Cartel Office to Take Facebook Case to High Court
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SAMR Warming Up to New Antitrust Rules

On 30 August 2019, the China Market Regulation News’ WeChat official account released three arti-
cles, authored by Mr. Wu Zhenguo, the director-general of the Anti-Monopoly Bureau within the State
Administration for Market Regulation (“SAMR”), which interpret respectively the Interim Provisions
on Prohibition of Monopoly Agreements, Interim Provisions on Prohibition of Abuse of Market Domi-
nance and Interim Provisions on Stopping Abuse of Administrative Power from Excluding or Restricting
Competition, along with the relevant transcript of interviews in connection with the three rules. On the
same day, SAMR also held a special press conference to introduce the three new antitrust rules that
would come into force on September 1. (More)
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Shaanxi AMR Fines 10 Concrete Suppliers RMB 4.92m for Price-fixing

On 30 August 2019, SAMR published the penalty decisions in which the Shaanxi Administration for
Market Regulation (“Shaanxi AMR”) fined 10 local concrete suppliers RMB 4.92m for price-fixing.
This case is the third antitrust case in the field of construction material investigated by SAMR this year.
(More)
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https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/1kKeo4M0P7AIzypZTXQgeQ
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/1kKeo4M0P7AIzypZTXQgeQ
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/201908/t20190830_306396.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/201908/t20190830_306396.html
http://esb.sxdaily.com.cn/pc/content/201908/28/content_17529.html
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Shaanxi AMR to Strengthen Antitrust Enforcement in Public Utility and Medical
Industry

On 28 August 2019, the Shaanxi Daily reported that Shaanxi AMR will crack down on price violations
in the areas of people’s livelihood. Shaanxi AMR will attach great importance to investigating adminis-
trative monopoly and monopolistic behaviors of the public utility enterprises of electricity, heating, gas
and water supply. Meanwhile, Shaanxi AMR will strengthen the supervision toward drug distribution
enterprises, medical institutions and pharmacies, and strictly crack down on illegal behaviors during the
drug distribution and retail process, such as spread news of price rise, price drive-up and price-fixing.
(More)
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Hubei AMR Gives Antitrust Compliance Training for Medical and Construction
Material Industry

On 27 August 2019, the Hubei Administration for Market Regulation (“Hubei AMR”) gave antitrust
compliance training on enterprises of medical, construction material and other industries. Hubei AMR
asked the industry associations and enterprises to enhance legal awareness, identify the boundary be-
tween industry self-discipline and antitrust violations, guide market participants to operate in accord-

ance with the law and prevent price-fixing, restriction of production and sale, market division, boycott,
etc. (More)
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SAMR Conducts a Survey on APIs-Related Antitrust Enforcement in Jiangsu

On 27 August 2019, the Jiangsu Administration for Market Regulation (“Jiangsu AMR”) released a
piece of news saying that Gan Lin, the vice minister of SAMR, led a team to conduct a survey on the
APIs-related antitrust enforcement in Jiangsu and held a forum. Gan Lin pointed out that the antitrust
enforcement in the field of APIs has great influence on people’s interest and Jiangsu AMR should fully
leverage its traditional advantages in handling antitrust case, concentrate on the cases assigned by
SAMR, promptly promote enforcement investigations and make a breakthrough as soon as possible.
(More)
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http://esb.sxdaily.com.cn/pc/content/201908/28/content_17529.html
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/mZynkOZGAjOMP2JX6pGY5A?scene=25#wechat_redirect
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/mZynkOZGAjOMP2JX6pGY5A?scene=25#wechat_redirect
http://scjgj.jiangsu.gov.cn/art/2019/8/27/art_70154_8689930.html
http://scjgj.jiangsu.gov.cn/art/2019/8/27/art_70154_8689930.html
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Valve to Fight EU Antitrust Charges

On 30 August 2019, Reuters reported that Valve Corp, owner of the world’s largest video game distri-
bution platform “Steam”, plans to fight EU antitrust charges of preventing cross-border trade, people
familiar with the matter said. The European Commission in April charged Valve and five video game
publishers with using geo-blocking activation keys to prevent consumers in one EU country from buy-
ing cheaper versions of a game in another EU country. Unlike Valve, the other five plan to settle the
case. (More)
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Third Point Funds to Pay USD 609,810 Civil Penalty for Violating Antitrust Pre-
merger Notification Requirements

On 28 August 2019, the U.S. Department of Justice (“DOJ”) announced that it will require Third Point
LLC and three funds it manages to pay a USD 609,810 civil penalty and be subject to injunction for vio-
lating antitrust premerger notification requirements in connection with the three funds’ acquisition of
shares of DowDupont Inc. The DOJ’s Antitrust Division, at the request of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, filed a civil antitrust lawsuit in U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C. against Third Point LLC
and three funds. At the same time, the DOJ filed a proposed settlement, subject to approval by the court.
Besides the civil penalty, the settlement also includes injunctive relief, under which Third Point LLC
and the three funds are prohibited from undertaking similar acquisitions without complying with notifi-
cation and waiting period requirements of the Hart-Scott-Rodino Act of 1976. (More)
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-antitrust-videogames-exclusive/exclusive-valve-to-fight-eu-antitrust-charges-five-videogame-publishers-to-settle-sources-idUSKCN1VJ26R
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-antitrust-videogames-exclusive/exclusive-valve-to-fight-eu-antitrust-charges-five-videogame-publishers-to-settle-sources-idUSKCN1VJ26R
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/third-point-funds-pay-609810-civil-penalty-and-be-subject-injunction-violating-antitrust
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/third-point-funds-pay-609810-civil-penalty-and-be-subject-injunction-violating-antitrust
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/third-point-funds-pay-609810-civil-penalty-and-be-subject-injunction-violating-antitrust
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German Cartel Office to Take Facebook Case to High Court

On 26 August 2019, Reuters reported that Germany’s cartel office said it would appeal a regional court
decision to suspend restrictions it had placed on Facebook’s data collection practices to the country’s
highest court. A court in Duesseldorf had earlier suspended a February decision by the Federal Cartel
Office to order Facebook to restrict its data collection in Germany. Facebook appealed February’s land-
mark decision by the cartel office that the world’s largest social network abused its dominant market
position to gather information about users without their consent. The court said its temporary injunction
removing restrictions on Facebook’s data gathering would be valid until it had made a final decision on
the company’s appeal. (More)
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-facebook-germany/german-court-suspends-cartel-order-restricting-facebooks-data-gathering-idUSKCN1VG1AJ?feedType=RSS&feedName=businessNews
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-facebook-germany/german-court-suspends-cartel-order-restricting-facebooks-data-gathering-idUSKCN1VG1AJ?feedType=RSS&feedName=businessNews
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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