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SAMR Opens 4 Formal APIs-related Antitrust Investigations
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Chongqing AMR Fines Sintered Brick Manufacturers over Collusion
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SAMR Issues the First Antitrust Case in Catering Industry
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Qinghai AMR to Accomplish the Antitrust Investigation Against a Local Gas Company
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Southlake-Based Sabre Plans to Fight DOJ’s Antitrust Lawsuit
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DOJ Teams Up with States on Probe of Big Tech Firms
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Commercial Flooring Contractor Agrees to Plead Guilty to Antitrust Charge
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SAMR Opens 4 Formal APIs-related Antitrust Investigations

On 22 August 2019, China’s State Council Information Office held a regular policy briefing. During the
briefing, a senior official said that the State Administration for Market Regulation (“SAMR”) and other
relevant central departments have taken a series of measures to solve the problem of the price increasing
of common drugs, including strengthening price supervision in the field of drugs and the APIs-related
antitrust enforcement. At present, SAMR has opened formal antitrust investigations on four APIs. Next,
SAMR will strengthen law enforcement and strictly investigate APIs-related monopolistic conduct and
market manipulation. (More)
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Chongqing AMR Fines Sintered Brick Manufacturers over Collusion

On 21 August 2019, SAMR published the penalty decisions in which the Chongqing Administration for
Market Regulation (“Chongqing AMR”) sanctioned local sintered brick manufacturers for price-fixing
and output restraint. 6 companies and 3 individual businesses were fined about CNY 3.868m in total.
Among them, the compensation for suspension of production obtained by three parties was deemed to
be illegal gains and was confiscated. This case is the second antitrust case in the field of construction
material investigated by SAMR this year. (More)
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http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2019zccfh/57/index.htm
http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2019zccfh/57/index.htm
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/201908/t20190821_306163.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/201908/t20190821_306163.html
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SAMR Publishes the First Antitrust Case in the Catering Industry

On 20 August 2019, SAMR published the penalty decisions in which the Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region Administration for Market Regulation sanctioned a local catering association and 4 catering ser-
vice providers for boycotts. The combined fine amount to about CNY 650,000. This is the first antitrust
case in the catering industry in China. (More)
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Qinghai AMR to Accomplish the Antitrust Investigation Against a Local Gas Com-
pany

On 19 August 2019, Qinghai Administration for Market Regulation (“Qinghai AMR”) released news
saying that it has investigated three administrative monopoly cases involving several local governmental

departments this year. In addition, Qinghai AMR is investigating a local gas company for suspected
abuse of dominance. At present, a final decision of this case is pending. (More)

AN S A Overseas News

W W FarelogixX & ¥ % [E & & # KX, Sabre Bl B K B B 4t

201948 F21H, #oMEHE, = EFEEH (Department of Justice, “DOJ”) Bt 2 Bk 4 5% B 7k
s AT b 3 A $7 B B Sabre 2y 5] 0 PL3.612. 3% TC YW 52 4 4 F Farelogix #Y 8 &7 2 22 X Z2 W7 7 iy, DL
Wb BTG 22 5. DOTK T, SabrefE % [E 1T 5 8 A M4 7 47 & 42 150%H 7 37 8, Kk i
Farelogix #9287 52 il L g2 — AN Wi A B £ “BR” BAMEWE FxF. REH, Sabret
FOERB R A TR, (BEEES)

Southlake-Based Sabre Plans to Fight DOJ’s Antitrust Lawsuit

On 21 August 2019, the Dallas News reported that airline technology company Sabre Corp. plans to
fight an antitrust lawsuit filed Tuesday by the Department of Justice (“DOJ”’) over the Southlake-based
company’s USD 360m purchase of competitor Farelogix Inc. The DOJ said Sabre is the dominant pro-
vider of booking services in the U.S. with more than a 50% market share. The DOJ also said Sabre’s
proposed acquisition of Farelogix is a dominant firm’s attempt to take out a disruptive competitor that
has been an important source of competition and innovation. (More)
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http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/201908/t20190820_306149.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/201908/t20190820_306149.html
http://scjgj.qinghai.gov.cn/content/sjdt/5d5a4f9c9e437c3f029211ae.htm
http://scjgj.qinghai.gov.cn/content/sjdt/5d5a4f9c9e437c3f029211ae.htm
https://www.dallasnews.com/business/airlines/2019/08/20/southlake-based-sabre-plans-fight-justice-departments-antitrust-lawsuit
https://www.dallasnews.com/business/airlines/2019/08/20/southlake-based-sabre-plans-fight-justice-departments-antitrust-lawsuit
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DOJ Teams Up with States on Probe of Big Tech Firms

On 20 August 2019, Reuters reported that the DOJ is working with a group of more than a dozen state
attorneys general as it moves forward with a broad investigation into major technology companies, the
department’s antitrust chief, Makan Delrahim, said on Tuesday. Delrahim said at a tech conference in
Colorado the government is looking at previously approved acquisitions as part of a broad antitrust re-
view announced in July of major tech firms with significant market power, including Google, Amazon,
and Facebook. More than a dozen states are expected to announce in the coming weeks they are launch-
ing a formal probe, a person briefed on the matter told Reuters. (More)

XEFAEHEER LMK T EBEAAT Y, — SV RFHAT157 =T
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Commercial Flooring Contractor Agrees to Plead Guilty to Antitrust Charge

On 19 August 2019, the DOJ announced that PCI FlorTech Inc. (“PCI”), an Illinois-based commercial
flooring contractor, has been charged for its role in a long-running conspiracy to rig bids and fix prices
for commercial flooring services and products sold in the United States. PCI has agreed to plead guilty
and pay a USD 150,000 criminal fine for its role in the conspiracy and to cooperate in the Division’s
ongoing investigation. PCI participated in the conspiracy from at least as early as 2009 until at least
June 2017. PCI’s charge follows the guilty plea of a former vice president of another commercial floor-
ing contractor. The DOJ will continue to investigate and prosecute contractors and their executives who

cheat in the bidding process. (More)
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-tech-antitrust-delrahim/u-s-doj-antitrust-chief-says-working-with-states-on-big-tech-probe-idUSKCN1VA1OR
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-tech-antitrust-delrahim/u-s-doj-antitrust-chief-says-working-with-states-on-big-tech-probe-idUSKCN1VA1OR
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/commercial-flooring-contractor-agrees-plead-guilty-antitrust-charge
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/commercial-flooring-contractor-agrees-plead-guilty-antitrust-charge
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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