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China to Achieve Breakthroughs in the Design of Competition Policy
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Hunan Pharma Companies Announce An Antitrust Initiative
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SAMR Grants Unconditional Approval to 5 Deals in Early June
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DOJ Antitrust Chief Lays Out Argument for Cases Against Tech Giants
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European Commission Prohibits Proposed Merger Between Tata Steel and ThyssenKrupp
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FTC Opposes Qualcomm’s Effort to Put Antitrust Ruling on Hold
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Canon and Toshiba Agree to Pay USD 5m for Gun-Jumping
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China to Achieve Breakthroughs in the Design of Competition Policy

On 12 June 2019, the Economic Information Daily reported that, in order to create a fair competition
environment and stimulate market vitality to a greater extent, China will achieve breakthroughs in the
design of competition policy. It is reported that the State Administration for Market Regulation
(“SAMR”) is speeding up research and development of guidance on the implementation of competition
policy, promoting competition policy in the free trade zone, exploring innovative institutional measures,
refining the rules of competition systems in different industries, and establishing a neutral competitive
evaluation system. In addition, the revision of the Anti-Monopoly Law is in full swing, and the antitrust
guidelines for the automotive industry will be released soon. (More)
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Hunan Pharma Companies Announce An Antitrust Initiative

On 12 June 2019, an antitrust initiative was announced, in response to the supply shortage and price in-
crease of some active pharmaceutical ingredients (“APIs”) and medicines since 2018, by Changsha
Pharmaceutical and Health Food Production Industry Association of Hunan Province, together with sev-
eral local pharmaceutical companies, such as Er-Kang Pharmaceutical. It aims to effectively curb mar-
ket monopoly through the efforts of all members of the association, to build a fair and harmonious mar-
ket environment, and to ensure the transparent and stable prices of medicines and APIs. (More)
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http://www.jjckb.cn/2019-06/12/c_138134981.htm
http://hn.people.com.cn/n2/2019/0612/c356883-33033816.html
http://hn.people.com.cn/n2/2019/0612/c356883-33033816.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/zwgk/201906/t20190610_302276.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/zwgk/201906/t20190610_302276.html

S 7 HE 0 3 55 2019.06 NO.84
"E.Hiﬁ LIFANG & PARTNERS

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND COMMERCIAL LAWYERS

N
K

SAMR Grants Unconditional Approval to S Deals in Early June

On 10 June 2019, the Anti-Monopoly Bureau (“AMB”) of SAMR issued a list of unconditional approv-
al of undertakings concentration cases (“List of Cases”) from June Ist to 9th, including a total of five
cases. It is worth noting that AMB also issued the List of Cases of April and May 2019 on May 28 and
June 6 respectively, changing the practice of publishing the List of Cases on a quarterly basis. (More)
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DOJ Antitrust Chief Lays Out Argument for Cases Against Tech Giants

On 11 June 2019, the Department of Justice’s (“DOJ”) assistant attorney general Makan Delrahim
brought the case against big tech into focus in a new speech delivered at the Antitrust New Frontiers
Conference in Tel Aviv. Delrahim laid out some possible arguments against the tech giants as his office
is reportedly taking the lead on investigating Google parent company Alphabet and a potential probe
into Apple. Delrahim’s speech argues existing antitrust laws are strong enough to regulate tech. “We
already have in our possession the tools we need to enforce the antitrust laws in cases involving digital
technologies,” Delrahim said. (More)
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KN EFNEBERERMEERURARE IV ENEERTHRANEELTH. (EFE
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European Commission Prohibits Proposed Merger Between Tata Steel and
ThyssenKrupp

On 11 June 2019, the European Commission announced that it has prohibited the creation of a joint ven-
ture by Tata Steel and ThyssenKrupp under the EU Merger Regulation. The merger would have reduced
competition and increased prices for different types of steel. The parties did not offer adequate remedies
to address these concerns. ThyssenKrupp is the second largest producer of flat carbon steel in the EEA
while Tata Steel is the third largest. Both companies are significant producers of metallic coated and
laminated steel for packaging applications and of galvanized flat carbon steel for the automotive indus-
try. (More)
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http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/zwgk/201906/t20190610_302276.html
http://stock.qq.com/a/20190612/000286.htm
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/06/11/makan-delrahim-speech-lays-groundwork-for-antitrust-versus-big-tech.html
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-2948_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-2948_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-2948_en.htm
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FTC Opposes Qualcomm’s Effort to Put Antitrust Ruling on Hold

On 11 June 2019, the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) said in a court filing that mobile chip
supplier Qualcomm Inc should not be allowed to put a sweeping antitrust ruling against it on hold as it
pursues an appeal. Koh’s decision would require Qualcomm to license its patents to rival chip makers
instead of phone makers, which could potentially slice its patent royalties from several dollars per phone
to pennies. Qualcomm on May 28 asked Koh to set aside her decision while it pursues an appeal. In its
filing on June 11, the FTC argued that Koh’s ruling should stay in place while Qualcomm appeals, say-
ing that a prompt enforcement of the Court’s order is in the public interest. (More)
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Canon and Toshiba Agree to Pay USD Sm for Gun-Jumping

On 10 June 2019, DOJ announced that Canon Inc. and Toshiba Corporation have agreed to settle federal
charges that the companies violated the premerger notification and waiting period requirements of the
Hart-Scott-Rodino Act (“HSR Act”), when Canon acquired Toshiba Medical Systems Corporation from
Toshiba in 2016. The companies will pay $2.5 million each to settle the charges. The settlement also
requires the companies to implement HSR compliance programs and comply with inspection and re-
porting requirements, among other obligations imposed under the consent order. Previously, the Chi-
nese antitrust authority fined Canon CNY 300,000 for failure to notify this acquisition on 16 December
2016. The acquisition also attracted the attention of the European Commission, and the conclusion has
not yet been announced. (More)
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http://tech.qq.com/a/20190612/001605.htm
https://www.nasdaq.com/article/us-regulator-opposes-qualcomms-effort-to-put-antitrust-ruling-on-hold-20190611-01088
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/canon-inc-toshiba-corporation-agree-pay-5-million-violating-federal-antitrust-laws
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/canon-inc-toshiba-corporation-agree-pay-5-million-violating-federal-antitrust-laws
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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