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SAMR Publishes 2019 Antitrust Enforcement Annual Report

On December 25, 2020, China’s State Administration for Market Regulation (“SAMR”) published the
Annual Report on Antitrust Enforcement in China (2019). The report is divided into 10 chapters, includ-
ing overview, effectiveness, sectors, competition policy, rule of law construction, international coopera-
tion, competition advocacy, provinces, antitrust agencies and chronicle of events, which comprehen-
sively presents china’s antitrust work from multiple dimensions. It is the first antitrust enforcement an-
nual report issued by China’s top antitrust regulator in the 12 years since the implementation of the Anti
-Monopoly Law. (More)
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SAMR Releases 2019 Top 10 Typical Antitrust Enforcement Cases

On December 25, 2020, SAMR released top 10 typical antitrust enforcement cases in 2019, including 1
cartel case (10 concrete enterprises in Yan’an City), 2 RPM cases (Changan Ford; Toyota), 2 abuse of
dominance cases (Eastman; Tianjin Water Supply Group), 3 merger review cases (II-VI/Finisar; Garden
Biochemical/Royal DSM; Novelis/Aleris) and 2 administrative monopoly cases (Zhejiang Provincial
Meteorological Bureau; Harbin Transportation Bureau). (More)
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http://www.samr.gov.cn/xw/zj/202012/t20201224_324676.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/xw/zj/202012/t20201224_324676.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/xw/zj/202012/t20201224_324675.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/xw/zj/202012/t20201224_324675.html
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SAMR Launches Antitrust Probe into Alibaba

On December 24, 2020, SAMR announced that it recently opened a formal investigation into Alibaba
Group Holding Limited (“Alibaba”) for suspected monopolistic behaviors, such as “either-or re-
striction”. In response, Alibaba said it will actively cooperate with the regulators on the investigation
and its business operations remain normal. The head of the Administration for Market Regulation of
Zhejiang Province stated that on the same day, the investigation team of SAMR conducted investiga-
tions and inquiries on Alibaba and relevant department heads, and collected relevant evidence. Alibaba
responded seriously to inquiries, provided relevant information in a timely manner and consciously ac-
cepted the investigation with full cooperation. The on-site investigation was completed that day with a
smooth and orderly process. (More)
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Chongqing Court Backs Antitrust Fines on Sintered Brick Manufacturers

On December 23, 2020, China Judgements Online released 3 administrative judgments by Chongqing
No.1 Intermediate People’s Court on December 14 and 15, 2020. The plaintiffs in these 3 cases are car-
telists in the cartel case of the local sintered brick manufacturing industry in Yunyang County investi-
gated by the Administration for Market Regulation of Chongqing in August 2019. Both the courts of
first instance and second instance upheld the penalty decisions. (More)
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http://www.samr.gov.cn/xw/zj/202012/t20201224_324638.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/xw/zj/202012/t20201224_324638.html
https://wenshu.court.gov.cn/website/wenshu/181107ANFZ0BXSK4/index.html?docId=09be10dce8144f9188a1ac9a00bde58d
https://wenshu.court.gov.cn/website/wenshu/181107ANFZ0BXSK4/index.html?docId=09be10dce8144f9188a1ac9a00bde58d
http://tingshen.court.gov.cn/live/16691974
http://tingshen.court.gov.cn/live/16691974
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Gas Company Appeals Against Qinghai Watchdog Antitrust Fines

On December 22, 2020, Xining Railway Transportation Court heard the appeal of Qinghai Minhe
Chuanzhong Petroleum and Natural Gas Co., Ltd. (“Chuanzhong”) against two antitrust fines imposed
by the Administration for Market Regulation of Qinghai Province (“Qinghai AMR”). On May 14,
2020, Qinghai AMR imposed a fine of RMB 4,461,954.43 on Chuanzhong for abusing the market dom-
inance and another fine of RMB 700,000 for destroying evidence to obstruct the investigation. (More)
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Amending Anti-Monopoly Law Listed as Priority for China’s Top Legislator in
2021

On December 21, 2020, Zhongming YUE, spokesperson of the Legislative Affairs Committee of the
National People’s Congress of China (“NPC”) Standing Committee and director of the Legislative
Planning Office, introduced at a press conference that the legislative work plan for 2021 has been adopt-
ed at the 78th Chairman’s Meeting of the 13th NPC Standing Committee. Amending the Anti-Monopoly
Law 1s one of the key legislative work scheduled for next year. (More)
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China to Strength Antitrust and Prevent Disorderly Expansion of Capital

Recently, Xinhua reported, the annual Central Economic Work Conference was held in Beijing from
December 16 to December 18. The meeting determined that strengthening antitrust and preventing dis-
orderly expansion of capital are part of the key tasks of economic work next year. It was pointed out
that antitrust and anti-unfair competition are the inherent requirements for improving the socialist mar-
ket economy system and promoting high-quality development. Laws and regulations on the identifica-
tion of monopoly of platform enterprises should be improved. It is necessary to strengthen regulation,
enhance supervision capabilities, and resolutely oppose monopoly and unfair competition. (More)
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http://tingshen.court.gov.cn/live/16691974
http://www.china.com.cn/zhibo/content_77033450.htm
http://www.china.com.cn/zhibo/content_77033450.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/politics/leaders/2020-12/18/c_1126879325.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/politics/leaders/2020-12/18/c_1126879325.htm
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Trump Signs Criminal Antitrust Anti-Retaliation Act

On December 23, 2020, the U.S. Department of Justice (“DOJ”) announced that President Donald J.
Trump has signed into law the Criminal Antitrust Anti-Retaliation Act, which prohibits employers from
retaliating against certain individuals who report criminal antitrust violations. According to the Act, no
employer may discharge, demote, suspend, threaten, harass, or in any other manner discriminate against
an individual because of any lawful act done by the individual, such as to provide information related to
a violation of antitrust laws. Any individual who alleges discharge or discrimination in violation of the
Act may seek relief from the Secretary of Labor, and the relief shall include reinstatement, the amount
of back pay, and compensation for any damages. (More)
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FTC Releases Commentary on Vertical Merger Enforcement

On December 22, 2020, the Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) issued the Commentary on Vertical
Merger Enforcement. In June 2020, the FTC and DOJ issued Vertical Merger Guidelines describing the
principal analytical techniques, practices, and enforcement policies that the agencies use in evaluating
whether vertical mergers violate the antitrust laws. The FTC said this commentary provides greater
transparency to the public regarding its analysis of vertical mergers. (More)
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2020F12A21H, MAZ R 2R WH AN, LW FHEREARFFERTFLH TR H (Fiat
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https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-applauds-passage-criminal-antitrust-anti-retaliation-act
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-applauds-passage-criminal-antitrust-anti-retaliation-act
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/12/ftc-issues-commentary-vertical-merger-enforcement
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/12/ftc-issues-commentary-vertical-merger-enforcement
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/12/ftc-issues-commentary-vertical-merger-enforcement
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EU Approves Fiat Chrysler-PSA Merger Subject to Conditions

On December 21, 2020, the European Commission (“EC”) said it has approved the proposed merger
between the automotive companies Fiat Chrysler Automobiles N.V. (“FCA”) and Peugeot S.A.
(“PSA”). According to the EC, the approval is conditional on full compliance with a commitments
package offered by the companies, which includes: (i) an extension of the cooperation agreement cur-
rently in force between PSA and Toyota Motor Europe (“Toyota”) for small light commercial vehicles,
to enable Toyota to compete effectively with the merged entity in the relevant markets in the future, and
(11) an amendment of the repair and maintenance agreements for passenger cars and light commercial
vehicles in force between PSA, FCA and their repairer networks, to facilitate access for competitors to
PSA and FCA’s repair and maintenance networks for light commercial vehicles. (More)

R HA T 4 PR3 B A MO & RE 4 R o MEFitbit
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104, XL T HLEEIOF. (EEES)

EU Approves Google’s Acquisition of Fitbit Subject to Conditions

Recently, the EC said it has approved, the acquisition of Fitbit by Google. The approval is conditional
on full compliance with a commitments package offered by Google, which includes Ads separation
commitment, Web API access commitment and Android APIs commitment. According to the EC, the
duration of the commitments is 10 years and the EC may decide to extend the duration of the Ads com-
mitment by up to an additional 10 years. (More)
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2506
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2506
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2484
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2484
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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