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Zhejiang AMR Fines Local API Supplier CNY 2.47m for Abuse of Dominance
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SAMR Attends Meeting of BRICS Coordination Committee on Antimonopoly Policy
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UK’s CMA Fines ComparetheMarket GBP 17.9m for Competition Law Breach
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USDOJ Signs Antitrust Memorandum of Understanding with Korean Prosecution Service
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Zhejiang AMR Fines Local API Supplier CNY 2.47m for Abuse of Dominance

On November 17, China’s State Administration for Market Regulation (“SAMR”) released an abuse of
dominance case investigated by the Administration for Market Regulation of Zhejiang Province
(“Zhejiang AMR”). Wanbangde Pharmaceutical Group Zhejiang Pharmaceutical Sales Co., Ltd.
(“Wanbangde”), a Bromhexine Hydrochloride active pharmaceutical ingredient (“API”) supplier, was
confiscated illegal gains and levied fines totalled CNY 2.47m. The Zhejiang AMR found that Wan-
bangde abused its dominant market position in the market of Bromhexine Hydrochloride API to require
the drug manufacturers to deliver all of their bromhexine hydrochloride injections to Wanbangde for
sale. (more)
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SAMR Attends Meeting of BRICS Coordination Committee on Antimonopoly Poli-
cy

Recently, the officials of the Anti-Monopoly Bureau of SAMR participated in the Meeting of the
BRICS Coordination Committee on Antimonopoly Policy held via videoconference. The meeting re-
viewed that since the beginning of this year, the BRICS competition authorities have overcome the se-
vere challenge posed by COVID-19 to international exchanges, actively innovated cooperation ap-
proaches, consolidated cooperation achievements, and promoted the positive results of BRICS coopera-
tion in the field of competition. The meeting also discussed working arrangements for BRICS competi-
tion authorities to further deepen cooperation in areas such as reviewing global mergers and acquisi-
tions and combating cross-border cartels. SAMR updated the status of the preparations of the VII
BRICS Competition Conference. (More)
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UK’s CMA Fines ComparetheMarket GBP 17.9m for Competition Law Breach

On November 19, 2020, the UK’s Competition and Markets Authority (“CMA”) announced that it has
fined the price comparison website ComparetheMarket GBP 17.9 million after it found that clauses used
in the company’s contracts with home insurers breached competition law. An investigation by the CMA
had concluded that, between December 2015 and December 2017, ComparetheMarket breached compe-
tition law by imposing wide ‘most favoured nation’ clauses on providers of home insurance selling
through its platform. These clauses prohibited the home insurers from offering lower prices on other
comparison websites and protected ComparetheMarket from being undercut elsewhere. (More)
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USDOJ Signs Antitrust Memorandum of Understanding with Korean Prosecution
Service

On November 18, 2020, the U.S. Department of Justice (“DOJ”’) announced that it has signed an anti-
trust Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) with the Korean Prosecution Service (“KPS”). The
MOU is designed to promote increased cooperation and communication on criminal antitrust enforce-
ment and policy in both countries. “This memorandum of understanding recognizes the increasing im-
portance of criminal antitrust enforcement in South Korea, and the prioritization of both countries to
detect and punish illegal cartel activity,” said Assistant Attorney General Delrahim. “The KPS has be-
come a close enforcement partner in recent years, and this MOU provides a foundation for even greater
cooperation and coordination.” (More)
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https://mp.weixinbridge.com/mp/wapredirect?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2Fcma-fines-comparethemarket-17-9m-for-competition-law-breach
https://mp.weixinbridge.com/mp/wapredirect?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2Fcma-fines-comparethemarket-17-9m-for-competition-law-breach
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-signs-antitrust-memorandum-understanding-korean-prosecution-service
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-signs-antitrust-memorandum-understanding-korean-prosecution-service
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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