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Shandong AMR Warns Local Vehicle Detection Companies of Antitrust Violations
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EU Commission Adopts White Paper on Foreign Subsidies in the Single Market
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EU Commission Opens Formal Antitrust Investigations into Apple’s App Store Rules and Apple Pay
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China Unvelils Five Key Tasks of Fair Competition Review in 2020

On 18 June 2020, China’s State Administration for Market Regulation (“SAMR”) unveiled the Key
Tasks of Inter-Ministerial Joint Meeting on Fair Competition Review in 2020 jointly issued by SAMR,
the National Development and Reform Commission, the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Com-
merce. The key tasks include: (i) further optimize institutions and rules; (ii) comprehensively review
existing policies and measures; (ii1) practically improve the quality of review; (vi) consistently strength-
en constraining forces by institutions; and (v) particularly strengthen the fundamental support for re-
view. (More)
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Shandong AMR Warns Local Vehicle Detection Companies of Antitrust Violations

On 17 June 2020, the Administration for Market Regulation of Shandong Province (“Shandong
AMR?”) unveiled the Reminder and Warning Notice on Price Behaviors of the Vehicle Detection Com-
pany. Shandong AMR pointed out that the vehicle detection companies in Shandong Province should
not reach any monopoly agreements such as price-fixing, output restriction and market allocation. Such
violations will be subject to a fine of less than 10% of the turnover of the preceding year in accordance
with the Anti-Monopoly Law. (More)
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http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/gpjzsc/202006/t20200618_317119.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/gpjzsc/202006/t20200618_317119.html
http://amr.shandong.gov.cn/art/2020/6/17/art_76510_9211604.html?xxgkhide=1
http://amr.shandong.gov.cn/art/2020/6/17/art_76510_9211604.html?xxgkhide=1
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/gpjzsc/202006/t20200618_317119.html
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SAMR Fines Two Guangdong-based Pipe Pile Companies for Gun-jumping

On 15 June 2020, SAMR unveiled two gun-jumping cases in which Guangdong Sanhe Pipe Pile Co.,
td. (“Sanhe”) and Guangdong Jianhua Pipe Pile Co., Ltd. (“Jianhua”) were fined CNY 600,000 re-
spectively. SAMR found that Sanhe and Jianhua successively set up two co-controlled joint ventures in
2015 and 2017 without filing any notification before SAMR. (More)
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Two Antitrust Topics Included in SAMR’s Policy Research Plan for 2020

Recently, SAMR published the policy research plan for 2020. Two of 24 topics are related to the anti-
trust policy. One is the “Research of Antitrust Supervision Policy Supporting the Development of Mid-
dle and Small-Sized Companies”. Another one is “Strengthening the Fundamental Position of Competi-
tion Policy, Strengthening and Improving Antitrust & Anti-Unfair Competition Enforcement”. The
funding amount for the two projects is CNY 250,000 and CNY 100,000 respectively, and the deadline
for completion is October and December 2020 respectively. (More)
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EU Commission Adopts White Paper on Foreign Subsidies in the Single Market

On 17 June 2020, the European Commission announced that it had adopted a White Paper dealing with
the distortive effects caused by foreign subsidies in the Single Market. The White Paper proposes the
establishment of a general market scrutiny instrument to capture all possible market situations in which
foreign subsidies may cause distortions in the Single Market. It also proposes that companies benefitting
from financial support of a non-EU government would need to notify their acquisitions of EU compa-
nies, above a given threshold, to the competent supervisory authority, which could either accept com-
mitments by the notifying party that effectively remedy the distortion or prohibit the acquisition. The
public consultation will be open until 23 September 2020. (More)
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http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/gpjzsc/202006/t20200618_317119.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/zhghs/zcyj/202006/t20200612_316984.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/zhghs/zcyj/202006/t20200612_316984.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1070
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1070
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EU Commission Opens Formal Antitrust Investigations into Apple’s App Store
Rules and Apple Pay

On 16 June 2020, the European Commission announced that it had opened formal antitrust investiga-
tions to assess whether Apple’s practices regarding App Store and Apple Pay violate EU competition
rules. The investigations on App Store concerned the mandatory use of Apple’s own proprietary in-app
purchase system and restrictions on the ability of developers to inform iPhone and iPad users of alterna-
tive cheaper purchasing possibilities outside of apps. In parallel, the investigation on Apple Pay con-
cerned Apple’s terms, conditions, and other measures for integrating Apple Pay in merchant apps and
websites on iPhones and iPads, Apple’s limitation of access to the NFC functionality on iPhones, and
alleged refusals of access to Apple Pay. (More)
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1073
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1073
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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