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Henan AMR to Exert Antitrust Enforcement Functions to Boost Economic Recovery
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Apotex Corp. Agrees to Pay a USD 24.1m Criminal Penalty
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CMA Blocks JD Sports’ Purchase of Close Competitor Footasylum
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Cengage and McGraw-Hill Terminate Merger Agreement in Response to Antitrust Concerns
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Jiangsu AMR Launches a Campaign to Protect Fair Competition

On 7 May 2020, the Administration for Market Regulation of Jiangsu Province (“Jiangsu AMR”) said
in a press release that it will launch a campaign to protect fair competition among market entities from
May to September of 2020. The market regulators will focus on the policy barriers and institutional ob-
stacles encountered by market entities during the prevention and control of pandemic and work resump-
tion, broadly collect problems and clues indicating the elimination and restriction of market fair compe-
tition, clean up policies and measures that impede the single market and fair competition in considera-
tion of the demand of market entities, and supervise and guide the policy-makers to conduct self-
inspection and rectification. (More)
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Henan AMR to Exert Antitrust Enforcement Functions to Boost Economic Recov-
ery

Recently, the Administration for Market Regulation of Henan Province (“Henan AMR”) released the
Notice on Exerting Antitrust Enforcement Functions to Serve the Stable and Healthy Development of the
Province’s Economy, purposing 13 measures to exert antitrust enforcement functions from 4 aspects to
create a fair market environment for competition, accelerate the resumption of work and production, and
promote the steady and healthy development of the economy. Henan AMR will strengthen the antitrust
enforcement, severely investigate antitrust violations, strengthen the support of fair competition review
policy, provide compliance guidance to reduce the antitrust risks of undertakings. (More)
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http://scjgj.jiangsu.gov.cn/art/2020/5/7/art_70154_9077428.html
http://scjgj.jiangsu.gov.cn/art/2020/5/7/art_70154_9077428.html
http://scjg.henan.gov.cn/2020/04-28/1351380.html
http://scjg.henan.gov.cn/2020/04-28/1351380.html
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Apotex Corp. Agrees to Pay a USD 24.1m Criminal Penalty

On 7 May 2020, the U.S. Department of Justice (“DOJ”) announced that Apotex Corp. was charged
with fixing the price of the generic drug pravastatin. According to the charge filed in the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, Apotex and other generic drug compa-
nies agreed to increase and maintain the price of pravastatin. The conspiracy began in May 2013 and
continued through December 2015. The DOJ Antitrust Division also announced a deferred prosecution
agreement resolving the charge against Apotex. The company agreed to pay USD 24.1m criminal penal-
ty and admit that it conspired with other generic drug sellers to artificially raise the price of pravastatin.
(More)
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CMA Blocks JD Sports’ Purchase of Close Competitor Footasylum

On 6 May 2020, the UK’s Competition and Markets Authority (“CMA”) announced that following an
in-depth Phase 2 investigation, it had concluded that the acquisition of Footasylum by JD Sports would
lead to a substantial lessening of competition nationally. This would leave shoppers with fewer dis-
counts or receiving lower quality customer service. Kip Meek, chair of the CMA inquiry group, said
that JD Sports and Footasylum are close competitors, and blocking the deal is the only way to protect
competition and customers. (More)
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https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/generic-pharmaceutical-company-admits-fixing-price-widely-used-cholesterol-medication
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/generic-pharmaceutical-company-admits-fixing-price-widely-used-cholesterol-medication
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-blocks-sports-fashion-merger
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-blocks-sports-fashion-merger
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Cengage and McGraw-Hill Terminate Merger Agreement in Response to Antitrust
Concerns

On 4 May 2020, DOJ said in a press release that Cengage Learning Holdings II Inc. and McGraw-Hill
Education Inc. mutually agreed to abandon their plans to merge after DOJ informed the companies it
had serious concerns that the proposed transaction, as structured, would harm competition. DOJ stated
that the merger would have combined the second and third largest publishers of textbooks in the United
States in a market long dominated by three major textbook publishers. DOJ said that the decision to
abandon this merger would preserve competition in the market for textbook publishing and also pre-
serve innovation, as the two firms compete aggressively in the development of courseware technology.
(More)
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https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/cengage-and-mcgraw-hill-terminate-merger-agreement-response-antitrust-concerns
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/cengage-and-mcgraw-hill-terminate-merger-agreement-response-antitrust-concerns
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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