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SAMR Releases Legislative Work Plan for 2020

On 26 March 2020, China’s State Administration for Market Regulation (“SAMR?”) released its legisla-
tive work plan for 2020. In 2020, 7 draft laws and administrative regulations, including the Amendment
to the Anti-Monopoly Law, will be proposed for deliberation to the Ministry of Justice. Additionally, 48
rules of departments, including the Interim Provisions on the Review of Concentration of Undertakings,
will be formulated or amended. The SAMR will continually cooperate with the legislatures in legisla-
tion projects. In the meantime, the SAMR will improve the quality of legislation and promote the con-
struction of a scientific market regulation law system. (More)
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SAMR Lifts Restrictive Conditions on ASE’s Acquisition of SPIL

On 25 March 2020, ASE Technology Holding Co., Ltd. (“ASE”) announced that it was notified by the
Anti-Monopoly Bureau of SAMR that the Anti-Monopoly Bureau had lifted the restrictive conditions
on its acquisition of Siliconware Precision Industries Co., Ltd. (“SPIL”). ASE’s acquisition of SPIL
was conditionally approved by the Ministry of Commerce in 2017. As part of the restrictive conditions,
ASE and SPIL had to adopt measures such as maintaining operational independence for matters includ-
ing corporate management, finance, human resources, pricing, sales, capacity and procurement in order
to ensure ASE and SPIL operated as independent entities for a specified period of time. (More)
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http://gkml.samr.gov.cn/nsjg/fgs/202003/t20200326_313464.html
http://gkml.samr.gov.cn/nsjg/fgs/202003/t20200326_313464.html
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1122411/000095010320005942/dp124580-6k.htm
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1122411/000095010320005942/dp124580-6k.htm
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iangxi AMR Issues Guidelines on Antitrust Compliance

On 25 March 2020, the Administration for Market Regulation of Jiangxi province (“Jiangxi AMR”)
issued the Eight-point Guidelines on Antitrust Compliance for Promoting Market Entities to Fully Re-
store Order In Production, Operation and Competition (“Guidelines”). The Guidelines outlines the
main points of antitrust compliance regarding monopoly agreement, industry self-discipline, concentra-
tion of undertakings, administrative monopolistic behaviors, antitrust compliance management, antitrust
risk identification, and fair competition environment. (More)
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Xinjiang AMR Releases Working Plan for 2020

On 23 March 2020, the Administration for Market Regulation of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region
(“Xinjiang AMR”) released its working plan for market regulation for 2020. In 2020, Xinjiang AMR
will see to it that the fair competition environment is maintained and the fundamental position of com-
petition policy is strengthened. It will also fully implement the Fair Competition Review System, con-
duct a detailed review of the policies and measures issued before the end of 2019, strengthen the en-
forcement of fair competition and antitrust, and investigate monopoly agreements, abuse of dominance
and administrative monopoly. (More)
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FTC and DOJ Announce Expedited Antitrust Procedure and Guidance for Corona-

virus Public Health Efforts

On 24 March 2020, the Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) and the U.S. Department of Justice
(“DOJ”) Antitrust Division issued joint statement detailing an expedited antitrust procedure and provid-
ing guidance for collaborations of businesses working to protect the health and safety of Americans dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. Under the expedited procedure for COVID-19 public health projects, the
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http://amr.jiangxi.gov.cn/art/2020/3/25/art_22466_1622037.html
http://amr.jiangxi.gov.cn/art/2020/3/25/art_22466_1622037.html
http://www.xjzj.gov.cn/P/C/65478.htm
http://www.xjzj.gov.cn/P/C/65478.htm
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/03/ftc-doj-announce-expedited-antitrust-procedure
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agencies will respond to all COVID-19-related requests, and resolve those addressing public health and
safety, within seven calendar days of receiving all information necessary to vet these proposals. (More)
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EU Commission Prolongs the Validity of Block Exemption for Liner Shipping Con-
sortia

On 24 March 2020, the European Commission announced that it had prolonged the Consortia Block Ex-
emption Regulation (“Regulation”) for another four years till 25 April 2024. EU law generally bans
agreements between companies that restrict competition. However, the Regulation allows, under certain
conditions, liner shipping operators with a combined market share of below 30% to enter into coopera-
tion agreements to provide joint liner shipping services. These agreements, however, cannot include
price-fixing or market-sharing. The current Regulation was adopted in 2009 and prolonged in 2014 by
five years, and was due to expire on 25 April 2020. (More)
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Amazon Accused of Monopolization, Massive Price-Fixing Scheme

Recently, Bloomberg reported that Amazon was hit with antitrust claims in Seattle federal court. The
suit accused Amazon of continuing to enforce de facto “most favored nation” pricing terms against third
-party sellers, despite promising the FTC last year that it would stop. Amazon allegedly reframed the
same rule as a requirement of its “fair pricing” agreements with third-party sellers. The provision ex-
plicitly required any product sold on Amazon to “have a price that is equal to or lower than the price of
the same item being sold by the seller on other sites,” according to the complaint. (More)
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https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/03/ftc-doj-announce-expedited-antitrust-procedure
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_518
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_518
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/mergers-and-antitrust/amazon-accused-of-monopolization-massive-price-fixing-scheme
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/mergers-and-antitrust/amazon-accused-of-monopolization-massive-price-fixing-scheme
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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