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Beijing AMR Terminates Antitrust Probe into Lenovo

wME TR A ERITREREMHNE, THIKI30KT T

Guizhou AMR Fines 17 Driving Schools CNY 3.31m for Collusion
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Zhejiang AMR Warns Local Vehicle Detection Industry for Antitrust Violations
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Italian Antitrust Watchdog Probes Amazon, eBay over Price Spikes in Virus Crisis
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Grab to Appeal Malaysian High Court’s Dismissal of Judicial Review Bid
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Intel Says Flawed EU Antitrust Decision Underpins EUR 1.06bn Fine
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DOJ Wins Historic Arbitration of a Merger Dispute
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Beijing AMR Terminates Antitrust Probe into Lenovo

On 9 March 2020, China’s State Administration for Market Regulation (“SAMR”) published the deci-
sion on termination of investigation issued by Beijing Municipal Administration for Market Regulation
(“Beijing AMR”) in which Beijing AMR decided to terminate the investigation against Lenovo
(Beijing) Co., Ltd. (“Lenovo”). In July of 2018, Beijing AMR launched a formal investigation against
Lenovo for resale price maintenance. After that, the antitrust enforcement authority decided to suspend
the investigation upon Lenovo’s application and recently decided to terminated relevant investigation
after considering the implementation of Lenovo’s rectification commitment. (More)
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Guizhou AMR Fines 17 Driving Schools CNY 3.31m for Collusion

On 9 March 2020, SAMR published the sanction decisions in which the Administration for Market Reg-
ulation of Guizhou Province (“Guizhou AMR”) fined 17 local driving schools around CNY 3.31m for
collusion. Guizhou AMR found that these 17 schools colluded to unify the price in the form of joining
the same company, which violated relevant provisions under the Anti-Monopoly Law (“AML”). Among
them, 15 schools were imposed 3% of their turnovers in 2018 and the other two schools were imposed
4% and 6% of their turnovers in 2018 respectively for their active involvement. (More)
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http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/202003/t20200309_312674.html
http://www.samr.gov.cn/fldj/tzgg/xzcf/202003/t20200309_312674.html
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/6Zy1vWyyCyGDZRLylfh4Tw
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/6Zy1vWyyCyGDZRLylfh4Tw
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Zhejiang AMR Warns Local Vehicle Detection Industry for Antitrust Violations

Recently, the Administration for Market Regulation of Zhejiang Province (“Zhejiang AMR”) and the
Zhejiang Provincial Development and Reform Commission jointly issued the Notice on Further Regu-
lating the Charging Behavior of Vehicle Detection (‘“Notice”). The Notice says that all local vehicle de-
tection enterprises shall comply with the AML and set their prices independently according to their op-
erating costs and market supply and demand, and shall not collude with each other to raise prices. Local
detection industry associations shall strengthen self-discipline and shall not organize enterprises to col-
lude in or coordinate in raising prices through WeChat group discussion or meeting. (More)
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Italian Antitrust Watchdog Probes Amazon, eBay over Price Spikes in Virus Crisis

On 13 March 2020, Reuters reported that Italy’s antitrust watchdog said it was investigating e-
commerce giants Amazon and eBay for an allegedly excessive rise in the price of products such as hand
sanitiser during the coronavirus crisis. It said it would also investigate allegations of misleading adver-
tisements for some items put up for sale on the e-commerce platforms where they were described as be-
ing effective against the coronavirus. In an emailed statement to Reuters, eBay said the company stood
ready to cooperate with relevant authorities to identify any abuse. (More)
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http://zjamr.zj.gov.cn/art/2020/3/12/art_1228969893_42233287.html
http://zjamr.zj.gov.cn/art/2020/3/12/art_1228969893_42233287.html
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-italy-antitrust/italian-antitrust-watchdog-probes-amazon-ebay-over-price-spikes-in-virus-crisis-idUKKBN20Z3HW
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-italy-antitrust/italian-antitrust-watchdog-probes-amazon-ebay-over-price-spikes-in-virus-crisis-idUKKBN20Z3HW
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-italy-antitrust/italian-antitrust-watchdog-probes-amazon-ebay-over-price-spikes-in-virus-crisis-idUKKBN20Z3HW
https://www.dealstreetasia.com/stories/grab-appeal-malaysia-high-court-179152/
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Grab to Appeal Malaysian High Court’s Dismissal of Judicial Review Bid

On 11 March 2020, DealStreetAsia reported that Southeast Asian ride-hailing firm Grab planned to ap-
peal Malaysia’s high court’s dismissal of its application challenging the country’s competition watch-
dog’s proposed fine of USD 20.95m. The Malaysia Competition Commission in October last year pro-
posed a fine on Grab for abusing its dominant position in the market by preventing its drivers from pro-
moting and supplying advertising services for competitors. Then, Grab applied for leave to commence
judicial review proceedings with regard to the proposed fine. According to local media The Edge, the
court considered the move to file the application to be “premature” and therefore, dismissed it. (More)

HRERRKBAIIEWWNI2LETR 2 AR EEER

20203 A 10H, EHE RE, RFFEKRB LB ERER FELXZHERF, KERXZE
W N B AL+ 2 A AL LL10.61C T ST A B SR, M B, REZER 2 NRHEEREE
— RGBT HLAUMHENEFFT, A RENEEAFHTTNE. KEZR2E RS
T TAHERRERERFFEENZGNTAHRTTHE, MALERRKR. (EEES)

Intel Says Flawed EU Antitrust Decision Underpins EUR 1.06bn Fine

On 2 March 2020, the US Department of Justice (“DOJ”) announced that Sandoz Inc. (“Sandoz”), a
generic pharmaceutical company headquartered in New Jersey, admitted to antitrust crimes and agreed
to pay USD 195m criminal penalty. It was charged for conspiring to allocate customers, rig bids, and fix
prices for generic drugs during 2013 and 2015. The DOJ also announced a deferred prosecution agree-
ment resolving the charges against Sandoz, under which the company agreed to pay the criminal penalty
and cooperate fully with the Antitrust Division’s ongoing criminal investigation. (More)
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DOJ Wins Historic Arbitration of a Merger Dispute

On 9 March 2020, the US Department of Justice (“DOJ”) announced that the arbitrator ruled as the
DOJ had alleged, holding that aluminum auto body sheet constituted a relevant product market. As a
result, Novelis must divest Aleris’s entire aluminum auto body sheet operations in North America.
“Today’s decision is a victory for automakers and American consumers and taxpayers and will preserve
competition in the market for aluminum auto body sheet,” said Assistant Attorney General Makan
Delrahim of the DOJ’s Antitrust Division, “this first-of-its-kind arbitration proved to be an effective
procedure for the streamlined adjudication of a dispositive issue in a merger challenge.” (More)
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https://www.dealstreetasia.com/stories/grab-appeal-malaysia-high-court-179152/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-intel-antitrust/intel-says-flawed-eu-antitrust-decision-underpins-12-billion-fine-idUSKBN20X1FV
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/major-generic-pharmaceutical-company-admits-antitrust-crimes
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-wins-historic-arbitration-merger-dispute
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-wins-historic-arbitration-merger-dispute
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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