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Qinghai AMR Warns Local Medical Enterprises Against Antitrust Violations

On 4 March 2020, the Administration for Market Regulation of Qinghai Province (“Qinghai AMR”)
published a reminder and warning notice on price policy in which it urged the local medical enterprises
to behave strictly in accordance with the Price Law, Anti-Monopoly Law, and other relevant laws and
regulations. In this notice, Qinghai AMR indicated that medical enterprises are strictly prohibited from
antitrust violations, such as entering into monopoly agreements, raising prices by abusing dominant
market position; relevant industry associations should guide enterprises to operate legally and should
not organize enterprises to collude in price increases, jointly increase prices, or manipulate market pric-
es. (More)
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Hefei AMR Launches Special Actions Against Public Utility Enterprises’ Monopo-
listic Behaviors

On 3 March 2020, the Hefei Municipal Administration for Market Regulation of Anhui Province
(“Hefei AMR”) announced that it would launch special actions to rectify the prominent issues of mo-
nopolistic behaviors of the local public utility enterprises from March to December this year. The Hefei
AMR would carry out centralized rectification and correction of market monopoly and administrative
monopolistic behaviors in public service industries such as power supply, water supply, gas supply and
heat supply, and would focus on investigating public utility enterprises on reaching and implementing
monopoly agreements, restricting trade, refusing to deal, tying and_imposing unreasonable conditions.
(More)
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http://scjgj.qinghai.gov.cn/content/jgjd/5e5f1e0e9e430b055039c5a6.htm
http://scjgj.qinghai.gov.cn/content/jgjd/5e5f1e0e9e430b055039c5a6.htm
http://amr.hefei.gov.cn/xwzx/14571025.html
http://amr.hefei.gov.cn/xwzx/14571025.html
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CMA Issues Statement on Sales and Pricing Practices During Coronavirus Out-
break

On 5 March 2020, the UK’s Competition and Markets Authority (“CMA”) announced that it had been
monitoring reports of changes to sales and pricing practices during the coronavirus outbreak. It would
consider any evidence that companies may have broken competition or consumer protection law, for
example by charging excessive prices or making misleading claims about the efficacy of protective
equipment. Besides, the CMA would assess whether it should advise the UK government to consider
taking direct action to regulate prices. (More)
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Over GBP 3m in Fines and GBP 1m for NHS in CMA Pharma Probe

On 4 March 2020, the CMA announced that it had issued 4 pharmaceutical firms with fines totaling
GBP 3.4m for sharing markets and exchanging competitively sensitive information. This investigation
exposed 2 breaches of competition law: (1) the CMA found that, King Pharmaceuticals (“King”) and
Auden Mckenzie (Pharma Division) shared out between them the supply of nortriptyline, a drug to re-
lieve symptoms of depression, to a large pharmaceutical wholesaler. The 2 firms also colluded to fix
quantities and prices. (2) the CMA also fined King, Lexon (UK) and Alissa Healthcare Research for il-
legally sharing commercially sensitive information when the cost of nortriptyline was falling, to try to
keep the drug prices up. (More)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-statement-on-sales-and-pricing-practices-during-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-statement-on-sales-and-pricing-practices-during-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/over-3m-in-fines-and-1m-for-nhs-in-cma-pharma-probe
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/over-3m-in-fines-and-1m-for-nhs-in-cma-pharma-probe
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Major Generic Pharmaceutical Company Admits to Antitrust Crimes

On 2 March 2020, the US Department of Justice (“DOJ”’) announced that Sandoz Inc. (“Sandoz”), a
generic pharmaceutical company headquartered in New Jersey, admitted to antitrust crimes and agreed
to pay USD 195m criminal penalty. It was charged for conspiring to allocate customers, rig bids, and fix
prices for generic drugs during 2013 and 2015. The DOIJ also announced a deferred prosecution agree-
ment resolving the charges against Sandoz, under which the company agreed to pay the criminal penalty
and cooperate fully with the Antitrust Division’s ongoing criminal investigation. (More)
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https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/major-generic-pharmaceutical-company-admits-antitrust-crimes
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/major-generic-pharmaceutical-company-admits-antitrust-crimes
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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