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HKCC Takes Estate Agencies’ Price-Fixing Cartel Case to Competition Tribunal
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FTC Sues to Block John Muir Health’s Takeover of San Ramon Regional Medical Center
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[linois Supreme Court Reviews Staffing Agencies’ Non-Poach and Wage-Fixing Agreements
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Bundeskartellamt Initiates Abuse Proceedings Against Coca-Cola
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U.S. Supreme Court Will Decide Whether to Accept Appeal Filed by U.S. Soccer Federation
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Australian TPG Telecom Abandons AUD 6.3 Billion Deal Talks with Vocus Group
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Four Ministries Jointly Issue the Notice on Pilot Work of Access and On-Road Tests of Intelligent Con-
nected Vehicles
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Ministry of Finance Issues the Interim Measures on Data Security Management for Accounting Firms
(Draft for Public Comments)

IxEmRafm (BEARMAGENEFH GLH)

Beijing High People’s Court Issues the White Paper on Criminal Trials for Infringing on the Personal
Information of Citizens

IEFRGMERMAR LN (KEFE, AL, ELRLFAE 4T )

Beijing Municipal Bureau of Economy and Information Technology Issues the Business Regulations on
Data Cleansing, De-identification and Anonymization (Trial)
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Beijing Municipal Bureau of Economy and Information Technology and Beijing Municipal Bureau of
Finance Release the Implementation Guidelines for 2023 Beijing Municipal Funding for the Develop-
ment of High-grade, Precision and Advanced Industries (Third Batch)
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Interim Measures for the Management of Data Transactions in Hubei Province (Draft for Opinion) is-
sued
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National Internet Finance Association of China Officially Releases 9 Group Standards, Including the
Guidelines on Financial Data Asset Management

FERTHEFAELZLEETR., EFHERLEESRHALNA

East West Bank was Penalized for Insufficient Security Control of Production Environment and Insuf-
ficient Security Control of Production Data
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US and South Korea Sign MoU Outlining Best Practices for Sharing Cyber Threat Information and Cy-
bersecurity Best Practices
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South Korea and Romania Sign MoU to Facilitate Cyber Threat Response
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SPC: "One Case with Two Litigations" Constitutes an Abuse of Rights
wE ik W GPLIF IRV % BB A AR A BRI IR, 758 ACH X R AAT A A

SPC: Owners of Non-Open Source Software Under the GPL Open Source Agreement Could Enforce
Their Rights

AL N BE: ChildLife )X 8 § 2 #5000 4 7T

Hangzhou Intermediate People's Court: ChildLife Reverse Counterfeit Case, Ordered to Pay RMB 50
Million

5 B f 1 3k B R VR AT 7 A 5 BT L AL AR
InventisBio Sued by US-based Beta for Trade Secrets Theft
BT 0 R AT AR AR TR AR AR 415 3T 2K A T A R

Singapore Releases New Class Licensing Scheme for the Regulation of Collective Management Organ-
isations

T B #EF B FLAERR, FHEE46707 %71

Amazon Ordered to Pay $46.7 Million in Voice-Assistant Patent Case
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I % 4 3% AR Weekly Competition Law News

HKCCHt# = RE W &3 M R ERE R 2B R

2023411 F140H, BB F4E45EH 4 (HKCC) M~ REFEBHM IV REFRAF. T
Bl GhFERE) ARAAAEHREDFRAT (“£B” ) EFERFREARN T XA E
B AR AE PR D) AFEERKME LA HERER Z2WIFL. 202248128 £
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EHFEINEGN 2. FUHKCCAA T ALHMRTERRFTAFTHNEEZN UK
B EFNBERER, ERTEFE (RELH) TH “F—THFN . (BEEZL)

HKCC Takes Estate Agencies’ Price-Fixing Cartel Case to Competition Tribunal

On November 14, 2023, the Hong Kong Competition Commission (HKCC) has commenced proceed-
ings in the Hong Kong Competition Tribunal against Midland Realty International Limited, Hong Kong
Property Services (Agency) Limited and Midland Holdings Limited (“Midland”) and its competitors
Centaline Property Agency Limited and Ricacorp Properties Limited (“Centaline”). Between December
2022 and March 2023, Midland and Centaline agreed to fix the minimum net commission rate for the
sale of first-hand residential properties in Hong Kong at 2%, which effectively fixes or restricts the
maximum level of rebate their frontline agents could offer to the purchasers of such properties. As re-
bate is an element that affects the price that a purchaser will ultimately pay for the relevant property, the
HKCC has reasonable cause to believe that such arrangements amount to serious anti-competitive con-
duct in the form of price fixing, and/or exchange of competitively sensitive information, in contraven-
tion of the First Conduct Rule of the Competition Ordinance. (More)

FTC#2 5 [ .k John Muir Health#& #JSan Ramonit X [ 7 # /&

2023511 A17H, 2EBRARHE R« (FTC) XA aW, &4 £ LTI E K% Iz [H 1k John
Muir Health2A1.4251¢ % & (£710.181C A R ) 4x ¥ San Ramonsth X 7 # QLI &, & T
HE A MR E AR EIT KA. John Muir Health-2 — 5 & & A T /v Ml Walnut Creek 7y 3 5 F| #
Ene, ZEEWAXER, BLI680M TN BEELEELEFERS (GAC) . FTCH EZM
P35 5 ¥ 4 John Muir Health % 2 7 & [E Iz LA % San Ramon [X [E 57 # 0 7 DLFF 1 & B9 12 2 08 A
GAC# %, X ¥ H # /8 % John Muir Healthf2San Ramont [X [& J7 # /& 2 8] ¢4 % 4%, [F] B 7] g6
g EXREREWETAER, AARlEF TRENFEZFETRSFIFENKE.
(BEEE %)

FTC Sues to Block John Muir Health’s Takeover of San Ramon Regional Medical
Center

On November 17, 2023, the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) issues a notice, announcing that it
filed a lawsuit requesting the court to block John Muir Health’s proposed transaction to acquire sole
ownership of San Ramon Regional Medical Center (CYN 1.018 billion), as it will greatly uacrease



https://www.samr.gov.cn/xw/zj/art/2023/art_5978b667629e4fdca9fb45e879d1b0ea.html
https://www.samr.gov.cn/xw/zj/art/2023/art_5978b667629e4fdca9fb45e879d1b0ea.html
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2023/11/ftc-sues-block-john-muir-healths-takeover-san-ramon-regional-medical-center
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health care costs. John Muir Health is a not-for-profit healthcare company headquartered in Walnut
Creek, California that operates two hospitals providing general acute care (GAC) services along 1-680.
he FTC alleges that the proposed transaction would allow John Muir Health to charge higher inpatient
GAC rates at its two hospitals and San Ramon Regional Medical Center. This would directly eliminate
competition between John Muir Health and San Ramon Regional Medical Center, while also potentially
increasing already high health care costs in the region and potentially hampering improvements that
would improve the quality of health care for all patients. (More)

7 47 M o TR ik B o 2 R AL WY R A A T3 B = X

2023411 A15H, #EHEEMRE, FAEF M &S &I E X K E JLAGElite Staffing Inc.. Metro
Staffing# Midway Staffing Inc. 5 £ 3t [F] % P Colony Display 3t Bl 24517 6 B 145 A v T % B = il
£ RN R 2 EHATEFE . ZFNIRT FAEF N E R Z KKwame Raoul £20204F 42 2 1Y I
W, F8 X & 7 F| Fl H 4 B & P Colony Displayil 3L B 45 A i, #mEAMA T 4 T AMKT
PAT T THAF R BN ARKRE T & E XA 18 15 09 IR E A 2 8] & @ AT A 89 6 % 24T
FE, ARBTHERTAHER LARH ZFm. BERLANETT, &RR a2 FHEF
MeyZehfn R Z2W lE -2 RTPH. (EEES)

Illinois Supreme Court Reviews Staffing Agencies’ Non-Poach and Wage-Fixing
Agreements

On November 15, 2023, according to media reports, the Illinois Supreme Court opens a hearing to re-
view whether the mutual non-poach and wage-fixing agreements signed by staffing agency rivals Elite
Staffing Inc., Metro Staftfing and Midway Staffing Inc. and their common client Colony Display violat-
ed state antitrust laws. The lawsuit stems from a lawsuit filed by Illinois Attorney General Kwame Ra-
oul in 2020, alleging that the companies used their common customer Colony Display to enter into a
mutual non-poach agreement, which in turn facilitated a sub-agreement to pay workers below prevailing
market wages. The trial focused on examining the legality of alleged collusion between staffing agen-
cies and raised the broad implications of such conduct in the employment sector. As the lawsuit unfolds,
the results are likely to have far-reaching consequences for labour and antitrust regulation in Illinois.
(More)

BEBRAFRRANBET T RRITRZHEE

2023411 A 14H, ZEHBKHA 4 /KB (Bundeskartellamt) % /A4, B4 £ BN ELTH
T ARE TRy /E[E ¥ 0 F & (Coca-Cola Europacific Partners Deutschland GmbH) /& FF ik fl 1 3% 2
MM RERTF. BRATHE RN EATFEZET 0o RET KRB RBERINKA T LR
GEAXWMHUUEEN T A E, BRENEFAN WA B WFEREFEAN, LK
TEETO AN EELRTEERHIMNEHEEHEANE. A2, EET O RQFAHE
WEMELAERFEHBMERTETNE, ETAEFEET O ARENEET REA
AR AAERTRHE2RESEET I T ARSHN AR E-TERASTINT S
e, (EEES)



https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2023/11/ftc-sues-block-john-muir-healths-takeover-san-ramon-regional-medical-center
https://www.pymnts.com/cpi_posts/epic-games-accuses-google-of-blocking-and-bribing-in-antitrust-trial/
https://www.pymnts.com/cpi_posts/epic-games-accuses-google-of-blocking-and-bribing-in-antitrust-trial/
https://www.bundeskartellamt.de/SharedDocs/Meldung/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2023/14_11_2023_Cola.html
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Bundeskartellamt Initiates Abuse Proceedings Against Coca-Cola

On November 14, 2023, the German Federal Cartel Office (Bundeskartellamt) issues a notice, an-
nouncing the Bundeskartellamt has initiated abuse proceedings against Coca-Cola Europacific Partners
Deutschland GmbH (Coca-Cola). The Bundeskartellamt will first examine whether Coca-Cola Germa-
ny has a dominant position or relative market power in the market for cola drinks or carbonated soft
drinks and whether it should comply with special competition law rules for dominant companies. The
authority will also investigate whether the terms imposed by Coca-Cola on German food retailers are
in line with these rules. In particular, whether Coca-Cola Deutschland’s rebate structure legally or ille-
gally incentivizes food retailers to purchase, display and promote the full range of beverages offered
by Coca-Cola Deutschland, including colas. The terms could limit opportunities for other beverage
makers competing with Germany’s Coca-Cola in adjacent markets. (More)

EREERAREESZEXE R WER B LR

2023411 A13H, #EEEHE, XEREEROEREZERFNEN, WAERZEXHEXER
#r (US Soccer Federation Inc.) A48 My B, &% KB R W2 ESNEKA £ % B A L 34T
ERHENK K ZLERRZWE. Z V77 ERelevent SportsT20194F [ 4 2 7 X Br 3 3 [X ik
iR AR, E2021F @K EE, *EE KB EFER T202343AKAFE T ZiFik, F-K
B FFElife, wmREREK (FIFA) WANHIAEERT R 20, ERBTaEAE
wE, BEAXERMENERRRKORACERET BFEFAAN . £E R T202348A
FEREEmERFTFENRE, AR K EEREM T RERNREZE RN, BAX2EHE—
BRI 2> EImE R ZHENRR, 2BFELhatfla. KEUkR, xBER—E
TS T R A R 22 W ik o (T AR L S T 4 R T R R e R R R R R AU DA R T AL R R
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U.S. Supreme Court Will Decide Whether to Accept Appeal Filed by U.S. Soccer
Federation

On November 13, 2023, according to media reports, the U.S. Supreme Court has sought the opinion of
the U.S. government to decide whether to accept the appeal filed by the U.S. Soccer (US Soccer Feder-
ation Inc.) to review whether U.S. Soccer’s policy prohibiting foreign teams from playing official
games in the United States violates antitrust laws. The lawsuit was filed by Relevent Sports in the Fed-
eral District Court for the Southern District of New York in 2019. After being dismissed in 2021, the
United States District Courts for the Second Circuit (“2nd Circuit”) resumed hearing the lawsuit in
March 2023. The 2nd Circuit ruled that U.S. Soccer could be held liable if FIFA’s rule is found to vio-
late antitrust law because it agreed to FIFA’s rules as a member of the international body. The U.S.
Soccer asked the Supreme Court of the United States to hear the case in August 2023, arguing that the
2nd Circuit was wrong to overturn the lower court’s ruling because it would put the association at risk
of violating antitrust laws once the rules were adopted and would harm many associations’ Interests.
The U.S. courts have long grappled with the question of how antitrust law applies to members of an
organization or association based on their membership and the common rules they adopt. (More)



https://www.bundeskartellamt.de/SharedDocs/Meldung/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2023/14_11_2023_Cola.html
https://africa.espn.com/football/story/_/id/38889597/supreme-court-seeks-biden-view-relevent-suit-vs-us-soccer
https://africa.espn.com/football/story/_/id/38889597/supreme-court-seeks-biden-view-relevent-suit-vs-us-soccer
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2023F11A13H, EH KM E, BAFTEE L FATPG (TPG Telecom) E IiE K % 1E 5Vocus
(Vocus Group) #t i B M 1E 463108 T (49292170 AR ) 893 4~ 3E #% 3h H F % 7= 89 3¢ #l
TPGHR U N X Z I B R T ENER, N7 L EREEEA R L FHERBIN, XELK
W Z 3 B B o, BUFF# A (EGW) %7, URAEXWEZEMZEL >, 2F#
& 5%\ %-Vision Network, Vocus#m #1 T 202348 F @ TPGH# H T A 4K /7 ey g4, 7B
TRIAEZEH, TPGH 5 T2023F9HA K T RIFEELR, HTI0A 2. REEKT HIR, (H
AR RNEMTELIRELR, FERRXRFZRERK. (EFEEL)

Australian TPG Telecom Abandons AUD 6.3 Billion Deal Talks with Vocus Group

On November 13, 2023, according to media reports, Australia’s TPG Telecom (“TPG”) has officially
terminated negotiations with Vocus Group (“Vocus”) over the sale of some of its non-mobile fiber as-
sets, valued at approximately AUD 6.3 billion (CYN 29.2 billion). TPG cites the complexity of the pro-
posed transaction as a major hurdle, with the parties unable to reach an agreement on the operating
model and commercial terms. The failed deal involves the sale of certain enterprise, government, and
wholesale (EGW) assets, along with associated fixed infrastructure assets, including the wholesale
broadband business Vision Network. Vocus initially made a non-binding offer to TPG in August, trig-
gering a due diligence period that was later extended by TPG in September before expiring in October.
Despite the extension, the two companies were unable to find common ground, leading to the ultimate
collapse of the deal. (More)

W 4% 42 &5 ¥ 3 A H. Cybersecurity and Data Protection

WMEKALN (KTHEEERBKRAERENf LR BT RE TIEWE )
202311 A17H, T Fafg BA0E., ALIH. EH MMM ZXH, *ﬁf%%%éiﬁf«%
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(EHD ) o (Eam) Bk, AEHNBRAEFEBRNRERENA LM E, A ALEEF
FUENERMNFAET &G, TRENRE, SHEEANG &, ERZXEAI R EEBATK
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https://www.pymnts.com/cpi_posts/australian-tpg-telecom-abandons-a6-3-billion-deal-talks-with-vocus-group/
https://www.pymnts.com/cpi_posts/australian-tpg-telecom-abandons-a6-3-billion-deal-talks-with-vocus-group/
https://www.miit.gov.cn/zwgk/zcwj/wjfb/tz/art/2023/art_be04a39345354b1ba4624262f86e7cfb.html
https://www.miit.gov.cn/zwgk/zcwj/wjfb/tz/art/2023/art_be04a39345354b1ba4624262f86e7cfb.html
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Four Ministries Jointly Issue the Notice on Pilot Work of Access and On-Road Tests
of Intelligent Connected Vehicles

On 17 November 2023, the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (the “MIIT”), the Minis-
try of Public Security, the Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development, and the Ministry of
Transport jointly issued the Notice on Pilot Work of Access and On-Road Tests of Intelligent Connect-
ed Vehicles (the “Notice”).

The Notice includes general requirements, work objectives, organization and implementation, safe-
guards, and two attachments. The attachments are the Implementation Guidelines for Pilot Access and
On-Road Tests of Intelligent Connected Vehicles and the Declaration Program for Pilot Access and
On-Road Tests of Intelligent Connected Vehicles (Template). The Notice requires that, on the basis of
road testing and exemplary application work of Intelligent Connected Vehicles, Intelligent Connected
Vehicle products with mass-production conditions are selected to carry out pilot access and road tests.
For products that have gained access, pilot road tests will be carried out in limited areas, and will be
used for transportation operations to meet the relevant operational qualifications and operational man-
agement requirements. In this case, the self-driving function refers to the level 3 driving automation
and level 4 driving automation functions as defined in “Taxonomy of Driving Automation for Vehi-
cles” (GB/T 40429-2021). (More)

MEFRA (W FELFEELZLEETT AR (EXELR )

2023411 A 13H, ARMELZHEELLE. WELLEFMEAEERNENR, MBI ESA
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BAFWEA, (FahE) BEXRWTIFESFRETSE7RER RS, - FE2ELEK
Fo, ATREEFAZRANEEIK,, BRARERKWTEATH. (EEES)

Ministry of Finance Issues the Interim Measures on Data Security Management for
Accounting Firms (Draft for Public Comments)

On 13 November 2023, in order to implement the requirements of the Data Security Law, the Cyberse-
curity Law and other relevant laws, to strengthen the data security management of accounting firms,


https://www.miit.gov.cn/zwgk/zcwj/wjfb/tz/art/2023/art_be04a39345354b1ba4624262f86e7cfb.html
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fkjs.mof.gov.cn%2Fgongzuotongzhi%2F202311%2FP020231113539210248966.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK

1| LiFANG & PARTNERS 2023.11 NO.370

Wz » 2w £ 5

S
=

and to standardize the data processing activities of accounting firms, the Ministry of Finance and the
Cyberspace Administration of China (“CAC”) jointly drafted and published the Interim Measures on
ata Security Management for Accounting Firms (Draft for Public Comments) (the “Interim
Measures’), which are open for public comments until 11 December 2023.

The Interim Measures apply to accounting firms that are legally established in China and provide au-
diting services for listed companies as well as non-listed state-owned financial institutions, central en-
terprises, et cetera, and accounting firms that that carry out cross-border audits, as well as their practi-

tioners. Data refers to any record of information, generated externally and internally, electronically or
otherwise, in the course of an audit engagement performed by an accounting firm. The Interim
Measures require accounting firms to manage data in a hierarchical manner, distinguishing between
core, important and general data, and make specific provisions on matters such as data transmission,
data encryption, data backup, etc., as well as regulating matters related to outbound transfer of data in-
volved in the supervision of cross-border audits. The Interim Measures specify that accounting firms
shall establish a comprehensive network management governance structure, set up a sound internal net-
work management system, deploy network management technicians with relevant professional skills in
accordance with the scale and complexity of their business activities, and ensure a reasonable invest-
ment of network resources and funds. In response to the problem of lax network security management
of some accounting firms, the Interim Measures require accounting firms to set up strict access control
policies, manage all kinds of accounts in a unified manner, and not to set up unrestricted super accounts
to prevent unauthorized access. (More)

AERERLA (RIEARMAERLEFH G LH)
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Beijing High People’s Court Issues the White Paper on Criminal Trials for Infring-
ing on the Personal Information of Citizens

On 15 November 2023, the Beijing High People’s Court Issuee the White Paper on Criminal Trials for
Infringing on the Personal Information of Citizens (the “White Paper”) through research, statistics and
empirical analysis of cases of crimes against citizens’ personal information tried and concluded by the
Beijing High People’s Court over the past five years, in order to provide judicial expertise for the com-
prehensive governance of the society and the industry.



https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fkjs.mof.gov.cn%2Fgongzuotongzhi%2F202311%2FP020231113539210248966.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/NHNx0Rp6-lTFjQXOuHMxaA
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The White Paper covers five aspects, including the situation of criminal trials, basic characteristics,
analysis of causes, suggestions for governance countermeasures and typical cases for infringement of
itizens’ personal information. According to the White Paper, among the closed criminal cases of in-
fringement of citizens’ personal information, the information involves mainly four basic elements: cell
phone number, identity document number, Internet data, and address location, and most of the cases
involve a variety of information elements. Among them, citizens’ cell phone numbers and identity doc-
ument numbers accounted for the largest proportion, amounting to 77.3%; followed by Internet-related
data, such as user registration information, browsing and retrieval records, IP addresses, etc.; and then
the address and location of the information involved in the case, which can be as large as the geograph-
ical provinces and cities, and as small as a specific door number. The cross-combination of the above
information types and information elements helps criminals to identify and target specific persons or a
certain group of people. (More)

ARTEFAE R LA (KEFRE. ARN, BELULHFAE G )

2023F11A 148, AMEHELETH, REREREZTY, ARTLEFMEIMALE LT (K
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Beijing Municipal Bureau of Economy and Information Technology Issues the
Business Regulations on Data Cleansing, De-identification and Anonymization (Trial)

On 14 November 2023, in order to regulate data processing activities and activate the data element mar-
ket, the Beijing Municipal Bureau of Economy and Information Technology issued the Business Regu-
lations on Data Cleansing, De-identification and Anonymization (Trial) (the “Business Regulations”).

Under the framework of the Personal Information Protection Law, the Data Security Law and other
regulations and policies, the Business Regulations systematically clarify the technical characteristics,
interrelationships and implementing methods of data cleansing, de-identification and anonymization
processing, and summarize the purposes, processes, technical methods and environmental requirements
of each processing activity, which can be applied to a wide range of data categories, including but not
limited to, personal data, enterprise data, Internet of Things data, and so on, and provides reference for
enterprises and other subjects to carry out relevant data processing activities and corresponding testing
and evaluation. (More)
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Beijing Municipal Bureau of Economy and Information Technology and Beijing
Municipal Bureau of Finance Release the Implementation Guidelines for 2023 Bei-
jing Municipal Funding for the Development of High-grade, Precision and Ad-
vanced Industries (Third Batch)

On 17 November 2023, in order to implement the Beijing Municipal “the 14th Five-Year Plan” for
the Development of High-grade, Precision and Advanced Industries, Beijing Municipal Measures on
Promoting Investment in High-grade, Precision and Advanced Industries to Advance High-end, Intel-
ligent and Green Development of the Manufacturing Industry, and other relevant documents, and to
clarify the key areas and directions to be supported by Beijing municipal funds for the development
of high-grade, precision and advanced industries, the Beijing Municipal Bureau of Economy and In-
formation Technology and Beijing Municipal Bureau of Finance released the Implementation Guide-
lines for 2023 Beijing Municipal Funding for the Development of High-grade, Precision and Ad-
vanced Industries (Third Batch) (the “Implementation Guidelines”).

The Implementation Guidelines specifies three key directions, namely, incentives for the first trial and
first use of undefined innovative products of robots, incentives for key shared open-source platforms,
and incentives for the data factor market model. As for the incentives for data element market model,
it includes encouraging enterprises to register their data assets in the Beijing International Big Data
Exchange and to conduct data transactions. (More)

MALA (HALEEEXZEEETAE EXELF )
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Interim Measures for the Management of Data Transactions in Hubei Province
(Draft for Opinion) issued

On 7 November 2023, in order to guide the cultivation of the data transaction market in the province,
prevent the risk of data transactions, regulate the behavior of data transactions, and promote the effi-
cient and orderly circulation of data, the Hubei Provincial Development and Reform Commission is-
sued the Interim Measures for the Management of Data Transactions in Hubei Province (Draft for
Opinion) (the “Interim Measures’), which are open for public comments from 7 November to 17 No-
vember, 2023.

The Interim Measures apply to data circulation transactions and related activities conducted within
the administrative area of Hubei province, and require data trading venues to build a unified data ele-
ment transaction platform for the province under the guidance of the provincial development and re-
form department. Data trading venues are data trading organizations approved by the provincial peo-
ple's government to engage in data trading business, and are the unified data trading organization of
the province. The Interim Measures set out requirements relating to the subject of data transactions,
the object and the process of data transactions. The subject of data transaction includes data providers,
data receivers, data vendors and third-party service organizations. The object of data transaction in-
cludes data products, data services, computing resources, etc. The subject of the transaction completes
registration in the data trading venue, and the data trading venue issues the subject credentials for the
subject of the transaction. (More)
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National Internet Finance Association of China Officially Releases 9 Group
Standards, Including the Guidelines on Financial Data Asset Management

On 16 November 2023, the National Internet Finance Association of China officially releases 9 group
standards, including the Guidelines on Financial Data Asset Management, Specification for Technical
Protection of Financial Data Security, Guidelines for Emergency Response and Disposal of Financial
Data Security, Guidelines for the Application of Public Data in the Field of Enterprise Credit
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ness Requirements for the Application of Financial Distributed Ledger Technology for Funds Manage-
ment, Technical Requirements for the Application of Financial Distributed Ledger Technology for
unds Management, Guidelines for the Qualification of Mobile Financial Client Application Software
on the Market, Guidelines for the Accessibility Design of Mobile Financial Client Application Software,
and Security Specification for Internet Banking Service Applications.

Among them, the Specification for Technical Protection of Financial Data Security stipulates the objec-
tives, principles, technical framework, security management system, full life-cycle security, security
supervision and operation and maintenance of financial data security technology, and puts forward both
general technical requirements for safeguarding financial data security and specific technical require-
ments for the process characteristics and security risks of the various stages in the life cycle of financial
data, which is conducive to improving the security protection capability of financial institutions in the
process of data collection, sharing and use, comprehensively safeguarding the data security of each
stage in the life cycle of financial data, and providing reference for third-party assessment organizations
to carry out inspection and assessment of financial data security protection. The Guidelines on Finan-
cial Data Asset Management set out the framework, principles, objects, activities, operational support
and safeguards for financial data asset management, and provide methods for classification, inventory

and valuation of financial data assets. (More)
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East West Bank was Penalized for Insufficient Security Control of Production Envi-
ronment and Insufficient Security Control of Production Data

On 13 November 2023, according to China Economic Network, the official website of National Finan-
cial Regulatory Administration network published the administrative penalty information disclosed by
Shanghai Supervisory Bureau, which shows that, the East West Bank (China) Ltd. was penalized for
insufficient security control of production environment and insufficient security control of production
data. Zhong Wei, then head of the Information Technology Department of East West Bank (China), was
directly responsible for the management of the company. The Shanghai Supervision Bureau of the Na-
tional Financial Regulatory Administration of the People’s Republic of China, in accordance with Arti-
cle 46 of the Banking Supervision Law of the People’s Republic of China, ordered East West Bank
(China) Limited to rectify the situation and imposed a fine of RMB 600,000; Zhong Wei was warned in
accordance with Article 48 of the Banking Supervision Law of the People’s Republic of China. (More)
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US and South Korea Sign MoU Outlining Best Practices for Sharing Cyber Threat
Information and Cybersecurity Best Practices

On 9 November 2023, the US Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Agency (“CISA”) announced that, on
the same day, it signed a Memorandum of Understanding (“MoU”) with the Korean National Intelli-
gence Service (“NIS”). In particular, the MoU outlines best practices for the two agencies to collabo-
rate and share information as it relates to cyber threats.

Under the MoU, the United States and the Republic of Korea will consult regularly on methods for cy-
bersecurity threat response; enhance communications between Computer Emergency Response Teams
(“CERTSs”); share best practices between agencies by utilizing joint exercises and training; and share
best practices for new technologies, including artificial intelligence (AI). (More)

HEEF DRI AE A S TOmIE W % B B
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4 (DNSC) &£ Z g4 =k (MoU) , VUR W A7 18 b AT W 4 B b 77 T B A1 .
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South Korea and Romania Sign MoU to Facilitate Cyber Threat Response

On 13 November 2023, the Korean Internet Security Agency (“KISA”) announced that, on 9 Novem-
ber 2023, it had signed a Memorandum of Understanding (“MoU”’) with the Romanian National Cyber
Security Agency (“DNSC”) to the end of facilitating mutual collaboration for responding to cyber
threats.

In particular, KISA explained that the MoU will permit the organizations to cooperate on their re-
sponses to cybersecurity threats by strengthening cybersecurity capabilities, exchanging manpower
between the organizations, and sharing best practices for cybersecurity policies. (More)
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SPC: "One Case with Two Litigations' Constitutes an Abuse of Rights

Recently, the Intellectual Property Tribunal of the Supreme People's Court issued a final judgment on
the case of the invention patent infringement between the appellant, a Beijing-based technology compa-
ny A (the Plaintiff), and the appellee, Li X (the Defendant), and found that the behavior of the Plaintiff
's "one case with two lawsuits" and other acts constituted an abuse of rights. Not only shall the Plain-
tiff's claims in this case be dismissed, but the Plaintiff also shall bear the reasonable expenses incurred
by the Defendant. The judgment noted that, for the rights holder's intentionally "induce infringement",
"trap evidence", "misleading settlement", "one case with two lawsuits" and other ways of abuse of
rights, the people's court shall take effective measures to regulate it in accordance with the law, and
may, if appropriate, order it to bear the reasonable expenses of the other party in accordance with the

relevant judicial interpretations.

The court held that when the legitimate rights and interests are infringed upon, the right holder may ex-
ercise the right of action in accordance with the law, but the litigation behavior shall be adhered to in
good faith, act prudently, and shall be consistent with the principle of honesty and credit.

Source: Intellectual Property Tribunal of Supreme People's Court
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RiE: w@mARER

SPC: Owners of Non-Open Source Software Under the GPL Open Source Agree-
ment Could Enforce Their Rights

Recently, the SPC issued a final judgment on computer software copyright infringement in the case of
Itibia Technologies (Suzhou) Co., Ltd. (the Plaintiff) v. ZheJiang Ebang Communication Co., Ltd. and
others (the Defendants). The judgment found that the Defendants constituted computer software copy-
right infringement and ordered them to jointly pay the Plaintiff damages and reasonable expenses total-
ing RMB 500,000 and to eliminate the impact of the infringement.

The court held that in an infringement dispute where the software has not yet been open-sourced, the
copyright owner of the software held that he/she was not bound by the GPLv2 agreement, and the De-
fendants raised the defense of non-infringement in accordance with the GPLv2 agreement, whether the
software developer himself/herself was in breach of the GPLv2 agreement and whether he/she enjoyed
the copyright of the software were two relatively independent legal issues. The two shall not be mixed
together, to avoid unreasonable deprivation or restriction of the copyright of the software developer
based on his/her original contribution. But it shall be noted that, the final determination that the alleged
conduct constitutes infringement and the partial claim of the right holder favored in this case, do not
suggest that the right holder in this case will be exempted from liability for breach of contract and/or
infringement in potential future claims.

Source: The Supreme People's Court
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Hangzhou Intermediate People's Court: ChildLife Reverse Counterfeit Case, Or-
dered to Pay RMB 50 Million

Recently, Hangzhou Intermediate People's Court issued a first instance judgment in the case of Child-
Life against former distributor for trademark and unfair competition infringement, found that the De-
fendant, the seller of inne (Nanjing Childhood Biotechnology Co., Ltd.), constituted trademark and
unfair competition infringement, and was ordered to publish a statement to eliminate the effects and to
pay damages of RMB 50 million.

The court held that, as far as the trademark infringement of reverse counterfeit is concerned, removing
the original trademark and replacing it with one's own trademark cut off the connection between the
goods and the original trademark, and also cut off the bridge between the producer and the consumer,
hindered the normal function of the trademark, and infringed on others' trademark. In this case, the in-
fringing store used the trademark "CHILDLIFE" when selling inne's products, which was not a physi-
cal removal of other's trademark, but essentially had the same effect as the aforementioned removal of
other's trademarks. It also infringed on the recognizable function of the "CHILDLIFE" trademark and
severed the link between the trademark and ChildLife's products. It has the same nature as the act of
replacing the registered trademark of CHILDLIFE in the sale of CHILDLIFE products without the
consent of the right holder, putting the goods with the replaced trademark into the market again, and
constitutes the reverse confusion infringement.

Source: Hangzhou Intermediate People's Court of Zhejiang Province
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InventisBio Sued by US-based Beta for Trade Secrets Theft

ecently, InventisBio Co., Ltd. (the "InventisBio") disclosed the "Announcement of Litigation Involv-
ing the Company", stating that US-based Beta Pharma Inc. (the "Beta") filed a civil lawsuit against the
company, as well as the company's secretary of the board of directors, Yueheng Jiang, in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court District of New Jersey. Beta claimed that InventisBio's Patent Application No.
CN201910491253.6 was subject to trade secret theft, among other things. The American firm accord-
ingly petitioned the court, asking the defendants to compensate it for its losses and for InventisBio to
change the registration of the right holders of the relevant patents and patent applications, including the
patent application in question, to Beta.

It is reported that as early as March 2021, Beta filed a trade secret infringement lawsuit against Invent-
isBio in the U.S. District Court District of New Jersey. On 15 March 2023, Beta withdrew the civil
lawsuit filed against InventisBio, Yueheng Jiang, and Wansheng Jerry Liu.

Source: Securities Times Newspaper Website
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kJE: IPOS

Singapore Releases New Class Licensing Scheme for the Regulation of Collective
Management Organisations

Recently, the Ministry of Law (MinLaw) and the Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS) to-
day published the subsidiary legislation for a new collective management organization (CMO) class
licensing scheme, which will come into operation on 1 May 2024.

The class licensing scheme seeks to achieve a well-functioning collective management ecosystem by
raising standards of transparency, accountability, efficiency, and good governance among CMOs. The
scheme applies a light-touch model of regulation targeted at critical areas only, while leaving CMOs
the flexibility to operate within those boundaries. The scheme does not interfere in the fees that CMOs
charge for the use of the material they manage; CMOs remain free to determine such fees. Under this
scheme, every CMO is automatically subject to a mandatory class license and must comply with all
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applicable license conditions. Since the scheme operates automatically, there is no need to register or
pay any fee to be a CMO.

Source: IPOS
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% JE: REUTERS

Amazon Ordered to Pay $46.7 Million in Voice-Assistant Patent Case

Recently, Delaware federal court found Amazon, the tech giant's Alexa virtual assistant violates pa-
tents related to speech recognition and natural language processing, and ordered Amazon to pay $46.7
million in damages.

The predecessor of VB Assets was VoiceBox Technologies, created voice-control software for compa-
nies including carmakers Toyota, Chrysler, and Dodge, and GPS makers TomTom and Magel-
lan. Amazon launched Alexa in its Echo smart speakers in 2014 and has since integrated the voice as-
sistant into other devices and mobile apps. VB Assets said in its complaint that Amazon's conduct
"crushed" VoiceBox's chances to "promote and build a business" around its patents.

Source: REUTERS
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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