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Domestic News  

Jiangsu AMR: Collusion, Output Restriction and Market Allocation Strictly Pro-

hibited  

On 11 February 2020, the Jiangsu Administration for Market Regulation (“Jiangsu AMR”) released a 

public letter and called on companies and associations to comply with relevant price laws and regulate 

their own behaviors during the control and prevention of the 2019-nCoV coronavirus outbreak. In the 

public letter,  Jiangsu AMR emphasized that collusion, price manipulation, output restriction, market 

segmentation and other behaviors that would harm other companies or consumers’ interests are strictly 

prohibited. (More)  

 

Overseas News 

FTC Antitrust Victory on Qualcomm Questioned by Appeals Court  

On 13 February 2020, Reuters reported that the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals heard oral arguments 

in a closely watched case that the Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) brought against Qualcomm in 

early 2017. The company was fighting a May 2019 decision by U.S. District Judge Lucy Koh who sided 

with antitrust regulators. A decision in the appeal could take anywhere from several months to more 

than a year. (More)  

 

Google Takes on EU in Court Over Record Antitrust Fines  

On 12 February 2020, Reuters reported that Europe’s second-highest court, the General Court, had be-

gun a three-day hearing on a landmark case in relation to Google. Google sought to overturn EUR 2.4bn 

fine handed out by the European Commission (“EC”) during the hearing. The EC said this penalty was 

for Google’s favoring its own price comparison shopping service to the disadvantage of smaller Europe-

an rivals. Google said in a statement that the decision was wrong on the law, the facts, and the econom-

ics. In recent years, the EC has fined Google a total of EUR 8.25bn in three separate cases. (More)  

 

FTC to Examine Past Acquisitions by Large Technology Companies  

On 11 February 2020, the FTC announced that it had issued Special Orders to five large technology 

firms, requiring them to provide information about prior acquisitions not reported to the antitrust agen-

cies under the Hart-Scott-Rodino Act. The orders require Alphabet Inc. (including Google), Ama-

zon.com, Inc., Apple Inc., Facebook, Inc., and Microsoft Corp. to provide information and documents 

on the terms, scope, structure, and purpose of transactions that each company consummated between 

January 1, 2010 and December 31, 2019. The FTC issued these orders under Section 6(b) of the FTC 

Act, which authorizes the FTC to conduct wide-ranging studies that do not have a specific law enforce-

ment purpose. (More)  

 

DOJ Seeks 71% Bump from Congress for Antitrust  

On 10 February 2020, Politico reported that the Trump administration was asking Congress for 71% 

more money for the Justice Department (“DOJ”)’s antitrust division in the fiscal year that starts Octo-

ber 1, 2020. The DOJ’s fiscal 2021 budget proposal seeks USD 53m in appropriations for the antitrust 

division, up from USD 31m this fiscal year. The proposed increase comes as the DOJ is conducting an 

inquiry into technology markets. The DOJ’s officials said the antitrust division’s authorized staffing 

would jump by 87 positions to 782 under the proposed budget. (More)  
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http://scjgj.jiangsu.gov.cn/art/2020/2/11/art_70154_8968695.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-qualcomm-ftc-argument/ftc-antitrust-victory-on-qualcomm-questioned-by-appeals-court-idUSKBN2071Q6
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-alphabet-antitrust/google-takes-on-eu-in-court-over-record-antitrust-fines-idUSKBN2052SY
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/02/ftc-examine-past-acquisitions-large-technology-companies
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/02/10/doj-bump-antitrust-enforcement-113340
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扫码关注公众号“立方律师事务所”和“竞争法视界” 

立方律师事务所编写《立方观评》的目的仅为帮助客户及时了解中国法律及实务的最新动态和发展，上述

有关信息不应被看作是特定事务的法律意见或法律依据，上述内容仅供参考。  

This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort 
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused. 
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as 
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.  


